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This booklet has been prepared by Kurdistan Democratic Party (Abroad Committee
Media Centre) to commemorate the 31st anniversary of the assassination of Dr.
A.R. Ghassemlou, the Secretary General of Kurdistan Democratic Party-Iran, who
was assassinated by the Iranian regime in Vienna on 13th of July 1989 while negotiating
with the Iranian “terrorist-diplomats” to reach a peace agreement regarding the
Kurdish Issue in Iran.
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Abdul Rahman GHASSEMLOU

MAN of PEACE and DIALOGUE Q

The life and death of ' 30
Dr. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou (193

MAN of PEACE
and DIALOGUE

The Attainment of national Kurdish rights within a federal democratic Iran.

Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou, the Secretary-General of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP-
Iran), was born on 22 December 1930 in Ourmiah, Kurdistan.

He went to university in Paris and later Czechoslovakia, had a Doctorate in economics and was an
associate professor, having taught in Prague and Paris.

n 1941, the Allies invaded Iran in a ‘bridge of victory” operation that inevitably brought about the
downfall of Reza Shah because of his relations with the Axis powers. A major political change was
to take shape in the country. In Iranian Kurdistan the national movement came back to life and
the KDP founded on 16 August.

1945, attracted young people in its masses. One of them was Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou - not yet
15 years old. On 22 January 1946 the Kurdish Republic of Mahabad came into existence by proc-
lamation, but in December of the same year the imperial army with the help of the Western forces
entered the city, and the killing and arrests that followed were as cruel as they were indiscriminate.
The Republic had fallen; its President, Qazi Mohammad, and his close followers were taken pris-
oner, and then put to death on 30 March 1947.

Little by little the Kurdish people re-gathered their strength. The Republic of Mahabad may have
been short-lived but in the collective memory it did not die. Running unlimited risks, the Kurdish
leaders set about the vast task of protecting, educating and organizing the population. Back from
Europe in 1952, Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou devoted his energies to these clandestine activities
for several years. In the next decade, he split his time between Europe and Kurdistan working in
double harness: his university career and his repeated missions to Kurdistan.
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In 1959, the regional context appeared to be more hopeful; in neighbouring Iraq, the monarchy
had been overthrown, and Molla Mostafa Barzani (leader of the Democratic Party of Iraqi Kurd-
istan) had returned to his country after eleven years of exile in former USSR. The government in
Baghdad accepted the principle of autonomy for the Kurdish population of Iraq.

On the other side of the frontier, the KDP steeled itself to renew the struggle. In 1968-69, the
armed conflict was rife in Iranian Kurdistan and the period ended in a bath of blood with the
massacre of the Kurdish leaders - and yet, even then, Kurdish resistance managed to raise its head
again. The vice-like grip in which the Shah’s armies were trying to hold it had to be broken. At the
third Congress of the KDP (1973), Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou was elected Secretary-general and
at those that followed he was invariably returned to office.

During the years that followed, the prestige of the Pahlavi monarchy continued to wane. The White
Revolution was questioned by experts in international affairs; the greedy demands and extrava-
gant behaviour of the court were criticized in the press, and the SAVAK was active throughout the
country with no social class being spared its baneful attentions. Clearly, the regime was doomed. If
that happened, what should be the position of KDP? In view of the complex nature of the problems
in the region that position had to be clear-cut. The Party had to reply unambiguously to a number
of questions about its identity, its allegiances, its aspirations and its options. Abdul Rahman Ghas-
semlou and his aides drew up as coherent and realistic a programme as they could which may be
summarized, in essence, as follows:

- We are Kurds, we belong to a people that the

vicissitudes of history have scattered over five states. A bond of brotherhood binds us, and will
continue to bind us, to all other Kurds, wherever they live.

- We are the descendants of one of the oldest Indo-European civilizations. Our identity is defined
by the fact that we have our own language and our own culture.

- We are the citizens of a country called Iran - on the same basis of the other people’s living on the
Iranian territory: the Baluch’s, Persians, Azeris, Arabs, Turkmens and so on.

- We are ardent defenders of the Declaration of Human Rights and the right of peoples as defined
by the United Nations.

- We are for the freedom of worship and we respect all religions practiced by our co-citizens. Faith
is an inviolable right. However, being resolutely modern in our outlook, we feel that a separation
between the religious institutions and the state is desirable. A lay state is not, on that account, op-
posed to the faith or to those that serve it.

- For the living conditions of all to be improved, and customs from long ages past condemning
women to a state of inferiority to be ended.

- To accelerate development in our country, it is necessary to establish a system providing free
education of uniform quality throughout the country. A special effort should be made in the pe-
ripheral areas (Kurdistan, for example) that are clearly a long way behind.

- No attempt to leave poverty behind will succeed without the active participation of the people
themselves. To feel concerned - so we believe -they have to feel free. Freedom of movement for
goods and persons, freedom of association and freedom to form political parties or unions and
to belong to such organizations are the indispensable preconditions for economic and cultural
development.

- For there to be trust between the population and the central authority, large-scale decentraliza-
tion is necessary.

- In Kurdistan’s case, that decentralization has to comprise a charter of autonomy for the region
whose boundaries would need to be precisely defined. Within this Kurdish space, the administra-
tive languages should be Kurdish and Farsi, which would both be official languages of the regional
and local authorities. Primary education should be in Kurdish whereas the two official languages
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should be routine practice in secondary school. Lastly, after so many years of violence, the Kurdish
people could not accept a police force that was not manned by Kurds. It is only on these conditions
that there would be any chance of lasting peace in Iranian Kurdistan.

- Lastly, the “kurdification” of the administrative and ‘production structures would demand major
investment in the training of senior officials and staft and also - it goes without saying - a multidis-
ciplinary university on Kurdish land.

In other words, what the leaders of the KDP demand is genuine and effective autonomy. Unfortu-
nately, as everyone knows, dictatorships hide behind pyramid-shape structures excluding all hori-
zontal communication. Feeling themselves perpetually threatened (as indeed they are), they seek
the support of foreign powers, which, in the end, become their masters. Dictators are not free and
they abuse the freedom of others. So the autonomy of Iranian Kurdistan would be utopian unless
Iran made the change to democracy. Without democracy in Iran there could be no guarantee for
autonomy in Kurdistan.

Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou saw that these two concepts were inseparable and so they became the
watchword of the KDP: Democracy for Iran, autonomy for Kurdistan.

This policy statement in which chauvinism and sectarianism had no part won the KDP the firm
friendship of Third World countries and modern democracies alike.

During his many trips abroad, Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou was always sure of a warm welcome.
Many humanitarian organizations offered him help, eminent figures on the world stage in political
and university life thought highly of him and human rights and religions militants encouraged
him throughout his life. It was thanks to him that the Iranian Kurds were able to emerge from
their isolation and make their voice heard in the international fora. Some of these sympathizers
were surprised that the Iranian Kurds had “such modest” demands after such a bitter struggle. “It
is really autonomy you want - nothing more?” was a not uncommon reaction.

No secret clause was ever planned or hidden in this blueprint for autonomy because it was the fruit
of long and profound thought about the world political context following World War Il. The Kurd-
ish leaders took the view that major changes to frontiers were ruled out and that the general trend
was towards the formation of large groupings rather that the fragmentation of existing units. In
any case, once peace was restored, it would surely be natural for countries with common borders
to seek to develop trade and cultural exchange. Therefore, in the long term, the existence of big
Kurdish communities in various parts of the Middle East could be a positive factor in inter-region-
al relations. Everyone would stand to gain. It is well known that the big exporting countries pay
considerable attention to the ethnic minorities, which often act as bridgeheads or relay stations in
campaigns to win a foothold in new markets.

In short, the Kurdish thinkers concluded that only the shortsighted could see ethnic, linguistic or
religious diversity as an obstacle to development. In the future the big middle-eastern house would
derive its energy from the many different elements of which it was built. This pattern was
particularly true of Iran itself with its 45 million inhabitants of which only 40 % were of Persian
origin. (Today Iran has over sixty million inhabitants). At that time, towards 1975, this type of
thinking sounded at least advanced, not to say fanciful. The Kurds were still under the heel of the
Shah, but nothing is eternal, dictators included.

One day in February 1979 Mohammed Reza Pahlavi finally gave up the throne. At that time the
KDP had a solid base and a real impact in Iranian Kurdistan. However, to run the territory prop-
erly and control its administration the police had to be removed and the army thrown out down to
the very last man. This was the task of the “peshmergas” or partisans, who attacked army barracks
and seized large stocks of arms and ammunition. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou was then able to
claim that, in a large part of Kurdistan, the Kurds were their own masters.

It was reasonable to hope that the Iranian revolution would have brought men to power able to
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realize that the interests of the central authority and those of the Kurds were compatible. Elections
were planned and a new constitution was being written for the country.

Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou was elected to the Assembly of experts and made ready to carry to
the capital the message of the Kurds - a simple message: there is room for all in this country where
everything needs doing or re-doing. Imam Khomeini, unfortunately, saw things differently, he
labeled the newly elected

representative of the Kurds an “enemy of God” and declared a “holy war” on Kurdistan. This was
in 1979. Sudden though it was, this call to arms was, in retrospect, not surprising. How, after all,
could this grim gerontocrat with the cruelty of another age be prepared to give his attention to the
history and wants of the Kurds? How could Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou be expected to stay silent
at the hostage-taking, occupation of foreign embassies and other terrorist activities launched in
1979 by an Imam who had recently returned from Neauphle-le-ChX¢teau to sow the seeds of hate
and insanity.

The Gulf War broke out the following September. Perhaps these unsubdued Kurds would be for-
gotten during this conflict between Iran and Iraq (1980-88). On the contrary, in fact, it cost them
dearly, for their villages lay on either side of the frontier where the fighting was at its fiercest. They
were accused, too, of being anti-patriotic: their settlements were destroyed and the people living
there reduced to a wandering existence. The ultimate purpose of these crimes against humanity
was obvious: to use the war as an excuse for exterminating a people whose authenticity was denied
as strongly as it was proclaimed by the Kurds.

Iran came out of the war with Iraq exhausted and the Imam at death’s door. The facts had to be
faced and Tehran had to find a compromise in Kurdistan. For his part, Abdul Rahman Ghassem-
lou had been saying for years that the fighting had been imposed on him, that neither side would
ever lose or win and that, sooner or later, the Kurdish problem would have to be solved across
the negotiating table. After flying a few kites, Tehran issued a concrete proposal for a meeting in
Vienna on 28 December 1988 and the KDP accepted. The talks lasted two days, 28 and 30 Decem-
ber and the results must have been promising because it was agreed to hold another meeting the
following January. On 20 January, at the end of the first round of negotiations, the representatives
of Tehran were fully acquainted with the Kurdish demands. The principle of autonomy seemed to
have been agreed. The details of how it was to be put into effect had yet to be defined.

Six months later, Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou returned to Europe to attend a congress of the So-
cialist International. Tehran tried to contact him again in order, he was told, to pursue the nego-
tiations that had begun the previous winter. The KDP accepted the offer sent to it. The meeting
took place on 12 July 1989 in Vienna. The Tehran delegation was as before, namely Mohammed
Jafar Sahraroudi and Hadji Moustafawi, except that this time there was also a third member: Amir
Mansur Bozorgian whose function was that of bodyguard. The Kurds also had a three-man delega-
tion: Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou, his aide Abdullah Ghaderi-Azar (member of the KDP Central
Committee) and Fadhil Rassoul, an Iraqi university professor who had acted as a mediator.

The next day, 13 July 1989, in the very room where the negotiation took place Abdul Rahman
Ghassemlou was killed by three bullets fired at very close range. His assistant Abdullah Ghade-
ri-Azar was hit by eleven bullets and Fadhil Rassoul by five. Hadji Moustafawi succeeded in escap-
ing. Mohammad Jafar Sahraroudi received minor injuries and was taken to hospital, questioned
and allowed to go. Amir Mansur Bozorgian was released after 24 hours in police custody and took
refuge in the Iranian Embassy.

Indignation was at its height. How, in this age, in the heart of Europe, could it happen for the
representatives of a member country of the United Nations to open fire at point blank range on
the representatives of a country with whom it was at war and had entered into peace negotiations?
On 19 July two representatives of the political bureau of KDP came to Paris to attend the funeral.
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At a press conference they announced, among other things, that the higher authorities of the KDP
had appointed Sadegh Sharafkandi to perform the duties of Secretary-general. Sadegh Sharaftkan-
di (who was also assassinated on 17 September 1992 by the Iranian terrorists) was in his fifties and
had a doctorate in industrial chemistry from Paris University. He was Deputy Secretary-general of
the Party up to the death of Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou.

The two murdered men of the KDP were buried on 20 July in Paris in the presence of a throng
of some two thousand people from all parts: Kurds and Armenians, Azeris and Turks, Persians
and Europeans, poets and doctors, ministers and workpeople, representatives of humanitarian or-
ganizations and members of parliament. Leading the funeral procession, the peshmergas in their
Kurdish resistance fighters’ uniform advanced with difficulty in the torrid heat of the Parisian
summer. They were all there, all that had been able to travel on their crutches and in their wheel-
chairs, having come from the various capitals of Europe where they were recovering, as best they
could, from the wounds received in the conflict. Tehran denied all connection with this triple mur-
der and told Austria to look for clues in other directions than Iran. But the findings of the ballistics
experts were conclusive.

In late November 1989 the Austrian courts issued a warrant for the arrest of the three Iranian rep-
resentatives and the Austrian Government expressly accused the Iranian Government as having
instigated the attack on Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou and the two other Kurds.

Thus died this man who was no warmonger but a man of letters, master of several languages and
persuasive speaker. Overflowing with enthusiasm and energy, he was an intellectual of his time,
this end of the twentieth century when the triumph of democracy seems really within reach.
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Manche Staaten des Nahen Osten
koloniale Hunstgebilde. Ein urd
Staat hitte sich suf ein Yolk mit
geschlassenen Sledlungsraum, sing
nen Sprache und einer sigenan |
gestitzt Der Stant existiort niche [
Bleibt dio kurdische Frage* akiuel
der Unterdriickung in der Tirkei un
der Hep islonen Saddam Huswin

club in the Irag:
spokesman

the occasion of the 31t anniversary
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Nr. 29/ 17. Jull 1989

'0'71 Aach Wiy \

um Wb e Kund

whe  Mimderhes Flh&cntl:-::

hundluhgm mit dem iranivchon
Muliahregime iu fihren,  Sei

Mm‘uh.'n hotle er aus. Paris Fi

den in Ruh:uug, Teheran ge-

sponnen, wic der frithere irun; \

(I-llﬂ\w.'mhw
Eekomemen,

: sche  Stnmsprisident  Abolhus.
ﬁm san - Bani Sadr in eI Plnwr
Exil gegendber profil beatiinigh:
~Man sand Korz vor dem erd-
gilltigen  Durchbruch. Chay-
semlou war zur leizsen Exappe
nach Wien aufgebrochen Die
Schilsse in der Buhngasse sea-
z s 1en - den Verhandlengen  ein
o ‘f jiihes Ende.

Fadil Raxoul mubie als Ver-

mitfer des Friedenspespriches

‘ . ' | Fischnwfgn-ﬁlmp cbmfag: sein Leben Iz;w:u. Ein

im Feld iranscher D@Ioum e ihn

3“ “ e T R 3 % Ende Juni in cinem Vier-Avgen-

qnich gebelen, Komakie zur

KDP-Filhrung in Pasis hetzasielien. Raso-

IBDEN ul willigle ein. Durch sein bewegies Le-

~ ben und seine publizistische Tllighein was

, cr:mgmzmmhmmgnmmh
! d m TOd wurde in Suleimaniye im irakischen Kus-
'e e = :;gc?:r Btwgm;m;lmkﬁrdm Be-

s Auge blicken e T

die nahdsilichen R@nﬁ;ﬂnﬁ“ mufie
heime Fnedensvemand!ungen der Kurden mit dem iranischen schlieBlich in den Libanon

Don fand er im Birgerknieg
B me endeten in Wien im Kugelhagel. o _

J

AU.r

19.20 Ubr ging die Tiir auf, und
lawei oder drei Minner betraten den
m. Worilos ertifneten sic das Feuer™,
b der einzige Uberlebende, ein irani-
Diplomat, bei den Ermiltlungen an.
. Walfen. zwei Pistolen mit Schall-
fipfemn und eine Mam:hmenpmuk. fan-
sich spiiter unter Autos vnd in Miill-
Biiinerm am Wiener Nuschmarki.
Aim Taton, einer Wohnung in der Linken
fngasse 5 im dritlen Gemeindebezirk,
fben drei Tote zurlick: der Generalse-
fr der Kurdischen Demokratischen
fici (KDP), Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou,
4 stin Siellvertrerer Abdualiah Ghaderi,
#¥0%le der irakische Kurde Fadil Raso-
8. Ein vierer Mann rettete sich, ge-
e Vo cinem SchuB in den Mund und
- auf die Sirafe, wo er aul cinen
1 Mann iraf, der auf dem Weg zur
L Mg In der Linken Babngasse war
= #ls Zeuge von der Polizei gin-
_' "~ gls iranischer Kurde susgab,
s . "WNischen Botxchaft wolte Mo-
hi. Leiter der Wiener Ex-
Hamchen Nuchrichtenagentur
Bescheid: .Wir haben zu-
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Un dirigeant kurde

assassiné a Vienne

O Abdel Rhaman Ghassemlou, secrétaire général du parti démocra-
tique du Kurdistan d'lran (PDKI), opposé au régime de Téhéran et
principale figure du mouvement automoniste kurde iranien, a été
abattu jeudi, & Vienne, lors d'une fusillade. Deux autres militants
kurdes ont été tués, une autre personne gridvement blessée.

Les trois Kurdes rencontraient un homme porteur d'un passeport
diplomatigue iranien lorsque les tueurs sont entrés dans |'apparte-
ment.

= Ces meurtres ressemblent & des exéculions =, selon la police
autrichienne qui a ajouté n'avoir aucune preuve que des services
secrets étrangers aienl été impliqués dans I'affaire. L'aile radicale du °
PDKI, qui a fait scission il y a un an pour s'associer aux moudjahidin
du peuple iraniens, pourrait &tre & I'origine de I'attentat. « C'est un
désastre », a déclaré un représentant du PDKI & Paris, ol vivait
Ghassemlou.

13 July 2020 On the occasion of the 31%* anniversary
14 of the martyrs of Vienna - 14 July 1989




~ brms dir du Parti démocrat;-
que du Kurd ] l'll:&bs’.PPKndo:t
800 secrétaire Rahman
Ghassemion ﬂsmnﬂit{lmam

soir
lors d'un attentat perpétré dans un ap-

m:-ﬁmm de Vinté.

porie-parole de 1a police,
marts sont M, Abdul.
s SeCrétaire général ad-
@t M. Fahdil Rasoul, M.
37ans, VOVageait avec un
r &tabli en France e
Paris pour rencontrer
18 kurdes 4 Vienne,
38 ans, est un Kurde
lis€ Autrichien cn 985
la quatriéme victime, yn
re d'un passepor diplo-
ranien, gridvement blessée,
la vie ne seraiy Pas en dan-
St pas révélée par la police

'-_ﬂédlréwm u

. s d'up
ETTOR aire 4 I‘Mpl'lal Que

‘Samedi 15/Dimanche 16 juillet

Fusilade & Vienne

~ Trois dirigeants kurdes d'Iran assassinés

plusieurs membres de deux organisa-
tions kurdes se sont rencontrés dans
l'appartement ol a eu licu la fusillade.
L'attentat aurait é1é commis par deux
ou trois hommes, selon le témoin quia
€1¢ blessé au visage et notamment 4 la
bouche.

Peu d'indices

Le mystére subsiste sur lidentité des
auteurs de I'attentat et leurs motifs trés
probablement de nature politigue, se-
lon Ia police, Les enguéteurs ont re-
trouvé hier 4 proximite du lieu du
crime deuy pistolets '
cieux el différenis vélements ayant
vraisemblablement appartenus ayy
auteurs de I'attenag, Ceux-ci ont péné-
iré dang 'appanement sans foreer ja

La police 5 dté alertée
apparemmeny veny pourm;;-a:tr;c}i‘pl:e:d;
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la réunion et quy aviil ]
time grievement hlesser s
Cet homme est conny de _
sert de 1émoin, i

Un dirigeant mod

Abdel Rahman Ghasse
vécu pendant des années.
France, a é1é un des diri
position iranicnne, Selon
tions recueillies dang les
des & Vienne, le SECrétaire
PDKI faisait partic des «mag
sein de I'opposition iranie

On n'exalut pas dans ce
que laile radicale dy PD
scission il ya un an pour s'as
moudjahidin dy peuple i
4 l'origine de l'attentat. L'at
Jeudi soir est |e deuxiéme
contre des dirigeants polj

Vienne. En janvier 1979
du Partj kurde démocra
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messssmessmFtranger:
Attentat meurtrier a Vienne

‘quatridme victime, un Kurde titu-  pistolets munis de silancieux et
B e ol ae  semblablomarit sopscia A
Lt t bl , mais U BUX BU-
‘dont la vie ne serait pas en dan-  teurs de F'attentat. Ceux-ci ont pé-
ger, n'est pas révéiée per la police.  nétré dans ['eppartement sans

Cet homme a déclard, su cours  forcer la porte, ce qui donne &
d'un premier interrogatoire, & 'ho-  penser, selon la police, que les 1
pital, que plusieurs membres de  times les connaissaient ou gue
deux organisations kurdes se sont  POrts n'a pas 6té farmée. Les en-
rancontrés dans |'appsrtement o0  Quéteurs ont relevé des traces de
4 au lleu la fusillade. L attentat au-  lutte dans ["appartement, i
rait été commis par deux ou trois La police a été slertée par un
nodiimag. autre Kurde epparemment venu

Des traces delutto ' Guait sourd 1n i mon ot 94!
dans I'appartement blessée dans Ia rus, Cet homme.

Lo mystore subsiste sur liden-  samec " PO 1@ Police et sert da

tité des auteurs de I'strentat et Aba ssemlouy,
el Rah

Mmmmw ._trhpfobnm blement de  qui a vécu pondunt. dant dimmwﬁum

at s, solon 1a mlhﬁ exil en France, a été un des diri-

& proximité du lieu du crime, deuy g:n“d:‘: ul'ofonmm rmauu
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VIENNE

Parti kurde
déecapite

I [fn — L& secréialre
VIENNE (Reuter) = 0 S0 oo du

I du Part
M1m (PDK) pro-trukien, Ab-
doul Hahman Kassemloo, el deux
suiros milltants kurdes ont &lE ns-
sassinés, joud] soir i Vienne, nlors
gu'ils rencontralent an guatriéme
homme porteur d'un passeport di-
omatigue iranlen, & annonck hier

ﬂ police au trichlenne.

Los tusurs ont fait irruption dans
un ment du centre=-ville od
les quatre hommes élajent en nbu-
pion, tirant 4 bout portant sur lours
victimes. Blessé 4 la méchoire, le
quatriéme homme a pu sortir de l'im-
meubls ot remetire une enveloppe
contenant de l'argent d un Kurde ira-
nien qui arrivalt pour participer & la
reéunion.

« Désasire »

Les trols victimes sont le secritaire
pindral du FDE, Abdoul Rahman
Kassemlou, 5§ ans, son adjoint Ab-
doullah Ghaderi Azar ot un Kurde
iraiden, Mabhmoud Hasoul Fadil
Mala. «Cast un désastres, n déclard
un reprisentant du PDK & Paris, ol
M. Kassernlou vivait habituellement.

Le détenteur du passeport diplo-
matique Iranien, qui s'est évanoul
dans la rue aprés avoir remis OG0
dollars &u cinquiéme homme, a été
mﬂjmmﬁh de parler. Son

» Qul n regu largont, est inter-
par [a police,

Lo assassing ont pu senfule mais
trois pistolets, qui ont probablement
servi & l'stientat, ont éth retrouvis
dans une poubelle et terme dans
un autré quartier de Vienne,

La police a prévisé ne pas avoir de
Preaves que des services socrets
alent éld impliqués dans

cotte affaire. Un journaliste autri-
chien qui avait ricemment intervie-
:ﬁ M. Kassomlou a déclars oo
ernier dtait favorabls 4 une solution
politique, plutdt que militaire, ay
conflit entre les Kurdes et le gouver-
nement [ranien. Notons que le prisj-
Meassoud Barzani

avait fchappé & une ten :
tentat il y a dix ans & Vienas'® 0%

T
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Cfumhuriyet
20.07.89

KASSEMLU civayeTt

I%i Iranh lz:hu_;

VIYANA/PARIS (Cumhuri-
yei} — Viyana'da gegen pergem-
be giing, lran Kirdistan Demok-
rat Partisi Genel Sekreteri Abdiil
Rebman Kessembu ve iki arkada-
gmn Slddrdlmesi olayiyla ilgili
olarak lran'in Viyana Biyikelgi-
ligi'nde cahsan iki Iranh icin tu-
tuklama emri qikanddih bildiril-
di. Bu arada Kassemlu'nun cena-
zesi dOn Paris'e getirildi. Parti si-
yasi blirosu adina bir basin (op-
lantis dizenleyen Orglriln dst
dizey iki yetkilisi, bir kez daha
Tabran rejfimini, Kassemiu'yu tu-
zaga digirop Mldirtmelkle sucla-
dilar. Tahran radyosu da din di-
sisheri yetkililerine dayanarak ver-
difi haberde Iren hokdmetinin
bitin gdrlsme cabalanna rag-
men Avusiorya polisinin emper-
yalist propaganda ve devrim kar-
sit1 gruplann Snerilerine uyarak
bayle bir karar aldifinu Gne siir-
di.

AA'nin Vivana cikigh haberi-
ne gbre Avusturya polisi persem-
be gecesi cinayet verinde Kort H-
derlerle pbriisme vapmak Ozere
gelen bir Kordin (utuklandiffinu
hatirfasn, Iran muhalefet kaynak-
larmun by kiginin Tahran ajan ol-
duffu yolundaki iddialanna rag-
men Avusturya polisi s0z konu-
su Kart ile polis tarafindan sui-
kasta kaniguils henidz kesin olarak
belirlenemeyen bir baska kisi igin
t_utl{klnm: emri gikanldigim be-
lirtti. Alman Haber Ajansi DPA:
mn haberine gdre Vivana'daki
Iran Buyakelciligitnde gizlendik-
beri sanilan bu kisilerin adlan

Amir Mansur Bazargan v Mus-

: Hran Kiirdistan

Demokrat Partisi

Genel Sekreteri Abdiil

Rahman Kassemlu ve

iki arkadasinin

Viyana'da' dldirilmesi

olayiyla ilgili olarak

Iran’in Vivana
Biyikelgiligi'nde

o calisan iki Iranh icin -
tutuklama emricikarildy,

tafa Hacifzdl. *Es
Sabetay Varol'un haberine go-
re Pariste bir basin toplantis dg-
zenleyen |KDP Sivasi Bilrosu®
ndan Abdullah Hasanzade, Kas-
semlu'nun sivasi bir ¢8ziim buls
mak amacayia {ran rejimi temsil>
cileriyle mUzakere baslattifin,
gegen yilin son gilnlerinde yapay.
lan ilk iki toplantidan sobra ta-
raflann Viyana'da 12-13 temmuz
tarihlerinde bir araya geldikleri--
ni wurgulads, -
Iran'in, cinayeti Halkm Mica-.
hitleri, ya da Irak hilkiimeting
mal etmeye ¢ahsugim bir soru
{izerine dile getiren IKDP'nin ye-
ni Avrupa temsilcisi Hasan Sevefi
ise bamn toplantisinda, “Kendi-
leri ile birgok konuds gorilg ay-

goriiyoriar. Tersi kamtlanmadik-
¢a biz Iran-Islam rejimini cina-,
yelten sorumlu tutayornz,” dedi.-
Basin toplantisinda Avusturya
polisinin cinayetle ilgili olarak’
ifadesini almak istedigi iki Iran-
hinin halen Yiyana'daki Iran el-,
giliine sifindiklan ve gazetele.
rin, bunlann Istanbul'dan geldik-,
lerini yazdiklanmn hatirlatilmas)
iizeine IKDP'nin iki temsilcisi bu

rin tamam var," dediler.
Ote yandan Kassemlu'nun ce-
titiist Onnde bir stre bekletil-

On the occasion of the 31%* anniversary
of the martyrs of Vienna - 14 July 1989
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- EL PAIS

DIARIO INDEPENDIENTE DE LA MARANA

15 de julio-BoY

sesinados tres kurdos

dei__ F_'u_[ﬁ_dﬂ _D_emu:rﬁiim

VIEMA.— Tres dirigentes del Parti-
do. Democritico - del  Kurdistan
Irani (PDKIY), cntre los-que se
encuentra su secretario. general,
Ahdel Ruhman Gassernlou, foe-
ron asesinades el jueves por la
noche ‘on un atentado perpetra-
dor en'un apartamento de Viens,
seEun informd en un cominica-
do oficial ¢l mimistro de Inténior
austriach. AFP

16. 07. 1983

~irén dialogé con los ~ |
" kurdos asesinados

VIEMA.—La embajada irani €n
Viena ha confirmado que Jos tres
dirigentes kurdos asesinados el
pasado jueves en la capital aus-
triaca, estaban ncﬁucmredu con el
Gobierno de Teheran para en-
contrar una solucion pacifica a
sus probfemas. La Policla sigue
vigilando estrechamenic las fron-
teras con ¢l fin de capturar 8 los
asesinos. EFE

13 July 2020 On the occasion of the 31%* anniversary
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Dr.Abdurrahman Kasimio

[.LK.D.P.M.K. Gyesi ve Avrupa Temsilcisl
Abdullah Kadiri

Viyana Universites! dgretim tyesi
Dr. Fazil Resul’(

saygiyla aniyor ve Kort
halkina bagsagligl dillyoruz

Ahmet Absicay, Ziys Acar, Taner Akgam, Gagistsy Anadol, Faruk Arel, Nizamettin Ang, Mehmel

Ahmet | Motin Aygicek, Vedat Aydin,
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PR ABDORRAHMAN QASSEMLOU
Leader of the Kurds of Iran

| large ‘amounis of
. the army @and
* during the re
subsoquelmiy .Iﬂl‘m_.-l
weslern Lram, ani ng
towns, E.\Mﬂﬁ*lmd
the Iranian army and
tionary Guards were

et 0 s
ment even befon tlfel}g
Iraq came 10 an end
W i The e

exists mainly in the
roaming guerrilla

was assassinated in

2 on July 13, during a
ean tour. He was 58,

He was one of the most

‘important  Kurdish political

- figures of his generation. A

| moderate politician demand-
. ing only a modes! degree of

\ I 2 ‘Autnnnmv for the np.q-nl'r:;‘s_- o

" three-million-strong Kurdish

minority, he was nevertheless

rejected by the new revolu- s
ticinarym{mcin 1979, When, Dr. Qassemlou
later, war broke out between some material suppont

Iraq but retained enc
dependence ‘10 10 an
that government by cc

‘Iran and Iraq, his several
* thousand guernilias ofien tied
down upwards of 200,000

Iﬂﬁeian u*ogg:.“ . ing its use of chemics
_was in December ons against the Kurds of |
1930 into a landowning family Consequently he ﬁi e

in the Qassemlou Valley near at leadin Kurd'. friendly terms wi
the city of Rezaich (now again  in l_ranmglhclm"-muﬁnlg?g. Kurd:sliftlleeadcr;,m 7
called Urmia) and went to while based in Prague and P
. schoolinthecity. Whilestilla ieaching at the university .. PtaXing eight M
the nlg?i?('fn? ‘;fu;ll:’epl:dg :l!:e “ ’3;’933‘ he was electeq h:.-" ;“:s by fa
: ks, 4 u ¢ leader of the by far
; ;Wu.. Mﬁ?hmpm‘;: moved 1o Paris g;aﬁ,'}f;;"lg educated leader th
[ -il 4 . 0. eac K“rd. t : 0
o~ KBPLMtu the hanging of Sorbonne. By t’?l:en at:'c' ﬁ:;" + also ex
~ President Qazi in 1947, he become disillusioned *  believing in
~ Wwenl io Iraq and eventually Soviel Union, by the time wh

at | -Igggﬂﬁﬂonﬁ in R
Al 1] ; y i mum -AI'

several unsuccessful atempts pary: o "“"ﬁ'ha;; e poets :
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Samedi 15 et dimanche 16 juillet 1989

RIBUNE
DE GENEVE

ANTI-tRANlEN NOTOIRE

Un chef kurde
abattu a Vienne

Le dirigeant du Parti démocratique sente quelque 20 millions de personnes
kurde en Autriche et deux autres mem-  vivant en “”mﬁﬁﬂﬂ
bres du parti ont été tués jeudi soir au des enclaves Eﬂﬂﬁssmm
cours d'une fusillade dans un apparte- mmqeuSym_atm m. e
ment, a-t-on appris de source policiére, irakiens, iraniens et me:!gmtu s
S:lonlesinfubnzeabeun, qul u‘r_jut requis leurs gr::emmepu cen

l'anonymat, Abderrahman Ghassem- cordent I'autonomie.

lou, Ie uht:"du Parti kurde anti-iranien Le?arﬂd&mmﬂﬁﬂhnﬂamm
et ses deux compagnons ont été tués Iumhmpoﬁme.mh
d'une balle dans la téte, & bout portant. wuﬁfmﬂmthsmwmmpqm 1
Il s'agit apparemment d’une «exécution kien, et I'autre le gouvemnement iraniex |

punitive » SOUrces. & Téhéran.
e La guerre des Kurdes
«Des fins politiques » Abderrahman Ghassemlou, qui avait
La radio autrichienne a annoncé giie Eﬁd années en France, était
i i iti de l'aile iranienne @p‘%‘
et que les agresseurs avaient pu prendre  hors la loi. Lui est ses com i
la%me. 2 vum&mbhcmﬁ pgei
La police, qui a ouvert une enquéte, déclaré en avril dans
d&huip’mglumﬂﬁdnhtmﬂ- mmmkwiwmﬂ‘“&d’ﬁ
lade, qui a fait en outre un blessé grave, souhaiter la poursuite de «la guerre.
une personne atteinte au front et Kurdes contre Téhéran et Bagdad», en
talisée dans un état grave. it du cessez-le-feu intervenu dans le
La minorité ethnique kurde repré- G &Pcnt:p:-ﬁ‘iﬁ
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Kurtienmortle: Terrorkommando
sprengte Wiener Geheimtreffen

Killer sttirmten die
Wohnung und begannen

o schreckliche Tor

WOFUOS ZU Smlesen tordbortall muf das m hier b::. Rz vor
\ten Mordkommando fehlt jede Spur g";"""'"'s:rgnmgw Kgr- Ubert, | #in Go.
nur die Walfes wurden gelunden [Daer it wsh :‘; am eften fardnchr
einzige (berlebendn des Blythades isy MD""h'“ '\;a icht der g"’lﬂmml Matige.
kuurm ansprechibar. (Berichte Seite 18 in Wien: diesar Ar 'M“"'“_ m &
wd 19 1979 wrde wul don e dor Fihver der Ty,
Priisidenten dor D tan - Parte= dor in Fy "

kratischuen Partsl Kyrdy _'

;*ﬂm-lmk’, Massoud ’

raur.nm. I Wien-Meid. ;rm Wohnung in der
ng gin Attental werliyt armibierg) 16,
Ll Loibwichter dgg Wlen\{.mm“. -

a

Zeitung;

UNABHANGIG

cl -um mit filhrenden
itikern der Demokrati-
schen Kurdenpartei Persiens
(DKP) iiber eine maégliche
zu verhandeln.

Moment, als

nahe schien,

Anndheru
Gerade in

| mtmi;m'lﬁw
¥Wien 19, Muthgasse 2, Telefon 36 01-0 kamen die Killer. Trotz einer

13 July 2020
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GroBfahndung der Polizei
fehlt von dem Mordkom-
mando jede Spur.

Thema des hochrangigen
Geheimtreffens in einer Woh-
nung in der Linken Bahngas-
se 5 in Wien-Landstrafle am
Donnerstag abend war nach
Angaben der iranischen Bot-
schaft diz Frage, ob Dr. Abdul
GHhassemlou (59), der im Irak
stationlerte Veorsitzende der
DKP, freies Geleit fiir die Ein-
reise nach Persien bekommt.

Eigens flir dieses Treffen
wurde der fiir Kurdenfragen
zustiindige iranische Offizier
Abdullah Rahimi nach Wien
geschickt. Wie berichtet, liber-
lebte Abdullah Rahimi als ein-
ziger der in der Wohnung An-
wesenden das Attentat. Er
wurde am Kiefer schwer ver-
letzt und wird derzeit in der

Nicht das
erste Attentat

Mannies. or jst der Sahm
des Partergrindars, wilir-
den verietzt. Barzani eots
Eing Ao Muadh s e

dom  Exiliiramer wrile
dibrigens orst nagh singm
Hitwels dex KURIER Al
Erdeckt. Wer hinter der
L Hinsichy -
Eormnte v o Poflsatioh
folat siat geddairn, wer- |

= I - = 5 i o
Der ermordete Kurdenfiihrer Dr. Abdul Ghassemiou (59),

mit befreundeteten Politikem in deren Hauptquartier in der iranischen Stadt Aat eﬁwm ;

Dr. Ghassemilou pnd ein
weiterer Politiker der DKP,
Abdullah Ghaderi-Azar (37),
sowie derin Wien lebende und
am Institut fiir internationale
Politik  beschafligte Mah-
moud Fadel Rasoul (38) wur-
den von dem Terrorkomman-

Hals-Nasen-Ohren-Abteil
des Franz Josefs Spitals von
Polizisten rund um die Uhr
bewacht. Von ihm erhoffen
die Kriminalisten weitere
Aussagen.

do durch gezielte Schiisse aus
hallgeddmpft Pistol
tiitet,

On the occasion of the 31%* anniversary
of the martyrs of Vienna - 14 July 1989
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"m '|ﬂ-u.ﬂ'ml 17 XOLLET 1988

1.’assassinat &’Abdel Ral
Le mouvemn
kurde irani
Le mmuf::
kurde iranies dk-'im!;'r‘;;i 1; pocee

de deux

Kurdistan d'Iran

5
E
?

979,

1
semlon pe manguait pas
d'ennemis, jusqu’sn sein de son
partl.

mergas (combattants kurdes),

Euh_mmlw & lowjours affiché
bliquement sa Erence

mmﬁmn&tﬁgﬁeh m
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__,_-—""f

man Ghaﬂ'ﬂm

lou 2 Vienne

3ot | est vral que,
15 juin}- 1

”ﬂﬂf;u dernibres ann&;l ﬂizprh i
de un temps OmPOrE O Chird |
Ay el rmi A

qui ii‘i; ;—:.::pﬂp:m du Kordistan |
nEr = L1 Fs

jranien, les peshmergas avaient dil
IR '+

1
;._h.nl'rdnusl.cr A Bé'mgiﬂ en territoire

Egociati
:n% ruplure relentissante avec les

dines du p-'.-.upile de
ﬁu&ﬂ:ﬁfi}lad‘imi (lui aussi basé
en Irak), qui ont accusé C:rhaumn—
low de = frokison = (}rdﬁ i'annonce
de la mort du dirigeant kurflc.
Radio Téhéran a annoncé quay
moment de son assassinat il négo-
ciait avec un émissaire ITANIEN BN
sauf-conduit pour rentrer en lran.
Lz radio iranienne a Egalement :!'ut
gt d'une dégradation des relations
entre le PDKI et Bagdad.

Si la présence d'un émissaire jra-
nien a &€ confirmée par la poli
autrichienne, selon lly:quel & un
homme nt dans I'appartement
B d'ul:“ de la fusillade érait

. passc diplomatigue
mulu nom de m D]ul}aﬂ
Sahraroudi, la référence 3 une

demande de sauf-conduit
extrémement douteyse. e

M. Radjavi a, quant A lui, rejeté
responsabilité du maunzm

sur Téhéran, affirmant,
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WSdlo los emisarios del
estaban al tanto de
aciones, para noso-
que ha sido el régi-
gherin el responsable de
@, el portavoz del PDKI
democritico del kurdis-
in) en Paris, contactado
o por EL INDEPEN-
fesponde asi de tajante-
bpregunta sobre la iden-

@llo, cra un representan-
@b del presidente del
birani, Ali Akbar Ha-
anyani. Yafar Sahara-
E81do arrestado por 1a
flaca pero que debido
iBenidas recibidas en la
ha podido atin res-
Biundidad a los inte-
e Ser una
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siones cruzadas entre Irdn e Irak
a autoria del triple asesinato

un comunicado hecho publico en
Viena, al jefe del estado iraqui,
Saddam Hussein y a «los circulos
que le son proximos» de estar de-
tras del asesinato de los tres diri-
gentes kurdos, el pasado jueves en
Viena. «Este atentado- dice el co-
municado del UPK- hace fracasar
una prometedora iniciativa para
llegar a una solucion pacifica del
problema kurdo en Iriny. {
Estas diferencias en cuanto a la
atribucién de los asesinatos de
Viena, entre las dos organizacio-
nes kurdas quizis mis importan-
tes, PDKI y UPK, son reflejo de 12
peculiar situacion de este cblo
atrapado en lo§ conflictos de inte-
reses de los regimenes de los que
dependen y frente a los que lu-
chan. Para ¢l UPK, que represenia
a la mas fuerte organizacion delos
kurdos de Irak, €l ipal enemti-
go es ¢l régimen ﬁagdad mien-
tras que para el pamdo al que per-
tenecian los tres dirigentes asesi-
nados, ¢l combate més duro €s
frente al régimen islamico de Te-

herin.

El cuerpo de Abdul Rahmén
Ghasemlt, serd enterrado hoy en | :
el cementerio Pere Lachaise de &
Paﬁams?bﬂfmdoexgﬁo _

i m 3 o - 3= -
zlm@nﬁn al(u:do de Ja capital Abdul Rahman Ghasembi, dirigente kurdo asesinado en Vie
francesa. (AFP/ corresponsal) ‘ ==

sl B R

—

a2 i
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g Fribune,

e The Washington Fost

6, 1989

i'?m;é:t;i‘ﬁﬁbﬂ.smﬂmf, JULY 15-1

3 Kurds Die :Eﬁﬁ%irglw op mdigm
InShooting  Hifukefynrs,

20
tered across of , Iran,
L] : .

: with enclaves of 500,000
]]1.‘fh811ﬂu1 ;ﬂim 'ade:Smmﬁ}MMm
= ' Compiled by Our Stgff From Dispatches ' Mr. Licbhart, the Austrian po-
ff s 8 VIENNA — Gunmen broke into ‘m’dﬁmﬂgwﬂEENMOﬁ”?‘mﬂ
a meeting of Kurdish activists in an .were killed in 3?“‘
apartment here and killed three .Abdullah Ghaderi-Azar, 37, a
men, including the leader of an “Kerd who the police said had iden-
‘anti-Iranian faction, the Austrian tification issued by France,

police said Friday -and P Mahmoud
A fourth person in the apart- :38, who was bom in Iraq but has
ment, & Kurd bearing an Iranian mmhmmumm

tic was seri

mmmkisﬁdaanwrugmzfg The three victims were living in

police chief in Vienna, Austria as political exiles.
The said the dead includ m.ummmmm;

‘of Iranian Kurdistan i ter.
i waia it of,  scems that more ton oo iagt

’ leader the took part. We have to
June. In died early in it was a political assume

une. In a 1986 interview with the Mr dmﬁmmm /
'said that Tra. Fog cLocration, be udemJ “mb"’m mhmedumh
e Lcorian 1o the e m‘““wmﬂe said in an Austrie
: Aﬁﬁyﬁ Mr. Qassemlon, hw‘hﬂhmuﬂm‘ J
e Kurdish party's sims in Jran tinue desyans o0, 134 Would con- |
m"mmﬂm a demo- mmthemh“ ",

5
5k
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Die Tageszeitung, 15.7.1989

Mordkommando totete
Kurdenfiihrer in Wien

Drei Teilnehmer eines Geheimtreffens mit Kopfschiissen ermordet / Verletzter hat
iranischen Diplomatenpa8 / Kurdenfihrer Ghassemlou unter den Opfern

Wien/Berlin (ap/taz) - Drei kurdi-
sche Politker sind am Donnerstag
abend bei einem Geheimtreffen in
Wien von einem Mordkommando
regelrecht hingerichtet worden,
Die Opfer, darunter Abdol Rahman
Ghassemlou, der Generalsekretir
dquurdiscl:—Dennkmischen Par-
tei (KDP), wurden mit Kopfschils-
sen ein vierter Mann, ein
K mit einem iramischen Di-

» Wurde durch einen

Schub in den Mund schwer verletzt, -

Von den vermutlich zwei oder dre;
Tétern fehlte nach Angaben der Po-
lizei vom Freitag noch jede Spur.
Der Leiter der filr politische De-
likte zustindigen Wiener Staatspo-
lizei, Liebhart, teilte mit, daB neben
‘dem 59dhrigen Ghassemlon auch
der 37jahrige Kurde Abdullah Gha-
deri-Azar, opa-Venreter der
KDP, und der 38jahrige irakische
Kurde Fadel Mala Mahmoud Rasul
erschossen wurden. Der Name des
schwerverletzten Iraners wurde
nicht mitgeteilt.

Kein'Frieden n Kurdistan

Zum Mord an dem iranischen Kurdanfehrer Ghassemioy

I  den kurdischen Bergen herrscht Tra..

IMMer alee_1_  «
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Nach dem Stand der polizeili-
chen Ermittlungen von Freitag mit-
tag waren die Fiithrer von mindg-
stens zwei verschiedenen kurdi-
schen Gruppierungen in der Woh-

Abdol Rahman Ghassemloy
Folo: A. Taheri

nung im dritten Wiener Gemeinde-
bezirk zusam:'.rlnznglel:tcnmrnt'.llT Min-
destens vier Personen nahmen an
dem Gesprich teil, iber dessen In-
halt keine Informationen vorliegen.
Offen bleibt daher zunéchst, ob es
sich um ein Geheimtreffen zwi-
schen Kurdenfilhrern und Vertre-
tern der Teheraner Regierung han-
delte. In iranischen Kreisen in der
Bundesrepublik hief es, bereits An-
fang Miirz habe es ein solches Tref-
fen im irakischen Teil Kurdistans
gegeben, in einem Gebiet, das von
einer mit Iran verbiindetet iraki-
schen Kurdenorganisation kontrol-
liert wird. Ghassemlou hatte sich in
der Vergangenheit fiir eine liti-
sche Losung des Kurdenproblems
cingesetzt, ohne jedoch den bewaft-
neten Kampf gegen die Regierungs-
truppen einzustellen. Vor einigen
Jahren spaltete sich eine radikalere
Spmpp:.vunl?erKDPab,dhnﬂtden-
Positionellen iranischen Volks-
mudschaheddin zusammenarbeitet,

Nach n der Polizei warep

]

gﬁmgggggmggg Rin it e S R Sl
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Kurucusu: Sedat Simavi 1896-1963
. ik &

Viyana’da ¢ Kiirt

llderl olduruldu

VIYANA, (Di::l}

YUSTURYA nin bag"

Viyana'da
yapan 4 Iranh Kiirt I
ﬁgﬁ.lmmmnm:mwu
namayan ki

mﬂ

B g gt di

nm hanuz saptana-

ﬂl leer srasmda KDFP

Gnnel Sekreteri-Abdel Rah-

. man Ghassemlu'nun da

bulundugu one siiriildi. Kiirt
liderlerinin toplandhklarn evin
kapisinda, kapinin zorla-
narak aqldifim gosteren iz-
nltlma g suikasti
liderle-
ri mdan t.a.l:r.umn kigiler
olduklar: ihtimali @ de
duruldugu  belirtildi.
aksam meydana gelen ola:,r
ile ilgili genis bilgi vermekten
kacinan Vivana Emniyet
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Mndl.irlugu ve Avusiurya
igleri Bakanhf yetkilileri,
&ydﬂn sonra bagkentte mki
dnlemler alinarak saldirgan-
lann  aranmaya bagandigim
aciklachlar. Oldiiriilenler ara-
sinda bulundugu iddia edilen
Abdel Rahman Ghassem-
lu'nun Iran yonetimine karg
gikanlanm hderi oldufu wve
uzun siireden beri Fransa'da
yvasamakta oldugu belirtildi.
Avusturya tglahari Bukanhgl
3 Kiirt liderinin Sldiigi ve
bir k‘j‘m“ de afr k:lde ya-
ralandifz olay ile igili sorus-
I.urnmian siirdiirinvor.
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Corriere della Sera
20.07.89

Viennaﬁ per Puccisione del ]
mandato di cattura contro

eader uirds

morte di Khomeini (una ficomenza religiosa
ticolarments ; P
- santita) ;fm'ﬂﬂ il delitto pud as-

VIENMWA — (r.8.) Intrigo internazichale distro
'uccisione di Abdul Gassemiou, il capo storen
del curdi dell'lran «liquidatos insieme ad alir
due compagni di lotta neila capitale '

un «sacrifico post-mor-
austribcall teme in
13 Wglio 8corso, La polizia ha infatti spiccato Onare detima. @ | suol

Ghasssmiou

atoliah che gia hanno L
o ndati di cattura. Questo atteggiamento ha

un
mandato di catiura nel confronti di due iraniani
he sarebbero. coinvoltl nelia sparatoria. Ma |
due, Hadjii Mostafavi @ Ami Mansour Bozor-
gian, si sono resi imeperibill. §i primo ha forse
guummrm. il secohdo (un diplomat-
co) si trova — secondo fonti curde — nell'am-
basciata irahiand. Gli inquirenti aviebbero volu-
io interrogafio ma | rappreséntanti -di Teheran
dopo aver figsato ufi appuntamento per un col-
loquic lo hakno disdetio Senza motivo.

" Gli austriag) mantengono tuttavia un atteggia-

mento prudete & riservato forse per non voler
creare un caso dipjomatico con ghhﬂ?m
per i

I'immediata reazione dei curdi. Nel

guerriglier hanno dato sempre filo da torcare al

ragime dagli ayatoliah @ solo di recenta ieadar
aveva lanciato segnall di ' L F

Questi segnali si erano concretizzati in
serie di Incontri svoltisi in luglic & Vienna, e,
lo del 13 doveva essere un incomro decisivo
perché doveva servire alla messa a punto di un
protocolio d'intesa tra | peshmerga e il regime
iraniano. Al colloquic oftre a Ghassemiou erano
presenti un suo collaboratore & un inteliettuale
curdo iracheno. Teheran era rappmsentata da
un ufficiale dei pasdaran con copertura diplo-

matica che & rimasio gravemente ferito nalia
sparatoria.

Resta da chiarire parché | presunti sicar ira-

niani abbiano sparato sul foro connazionale. Le
ipotesi sono ‘tante: negli ambienti dell'opposi-
zione iraniana non si estlude che la trappola
tesa a Ghassemiou possa rientrare in una faida
tra le diverse anime che compongono |l regime |
7 imniam.smmmnWGg:GrmmiQum :
presidents dellistituto curdo di Panigi, I nemici anche all'interno del suo stesso partito e ||
e Mﬂm ha‘ﬁbmu;tbd’rah la sua linea di apertura non era stala gradita da
strage & caduta esaltamente 40 giorni dopo la _ alcuni gruppi radicali dell'opposizione iraniana

corso di una conferenza stampa t partavoce del
no lanciato pesanti accuse a Teheran:. dietro
Pattentato — hanno affermato —— £'@ la mano
del regime.

Corriere della Sera
22.07.89
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Btockbelar

L EF ESmae

Uor irenischa SLAATablrger Hohsomed Hjefari SAHARDODT
geboran am 7. 12, 1955 in Taharan, Boamtar -ﬁuE‘
Auﬂ:nﬂn,istarlm, zulebre wohnhafs in Tatwrs
ist wogon des dringendon Vardachees des  Verbrechans u:-
Hardas nach § 75 StG8 4n Haft zu nohogn, )

¢
1_’ Bagrdndung:

Hoteymmaed Djafacy Saharoodi iae aufgturd
 Gurehgeflnrten Erhob d -
; mgeEn dringend verdichtdy, sm 13, 7. 1388

Fohamoeo Ojafaed Ssharuod i
L vorliof Qupass -
1363 4in Richtung Tran, SRIEE AR

Mohaerod Diafari Seharoodi iat ca 170 = 175 en grol
'.:-.! ::nlani:, trigt schwarze, Kurzo, dichts, lajeht Eukrﬁuaﬂlb;
are; dunkls Augen und Erug zum Tatzodcpunict Cberlippentass

LANDESGERICHT FOR STRAFSACHEN WIEN

= S aAc, 1082 Wian, Londesgarientzesrans 11

| & N !amﬂ:mg Z@m 19, 12. 1889
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| ey Dr. Michasl Dangk

_I_ .
Sy o =
il 1 T Richtar
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Tages-Ameager - Fratag, 11 Oktober 2003

International

Ausgereist trotz Mordverdacht

Die rechte Hand des iranischen Parlamentsprisidenten sollin Wien drei Kurden ermordet haben.
Diese Woche nahm er in Genfan einer Konferenz teil und reiste unbehelligt wieder aus.

Von Mawrics Thiriet

und Bernhard Odehnal Wien

Na KONfErenz in Gens war gul besuch

und hame fir die Giste ans dem Iran

offenbar grosse Bedaumng: Zur Tagung

Ul."r Imerparkmentarischen U 1§ ViIm
e 9. Okrpdsar Teisie sogar der

y_he Parlamenisprasident Al Larijami

an. Nach Genf brachie Larfjani s&nen

Lunn_ul‘rkefl': Giirochel Mohammed L

heimverhandiu
mit drei Kurdenfiihrem in Wiena
ren Emm ordung direkram Vera ndlungs-
dech bereilign gewesen sein. Otwobl
Sahraroadi verwundet und sEne zwe
muAmassichen Mirtiter verhafier wer-
den konmen, durfien alle dred in den
Iran zurickreisen. S&Ther wird sanrs
rodedi wagen des mummasshichen Dre
£ hmordes inemarions | gesuchr. Dan-
noch konnie er unbehelign in die
Schweiz gin- und wisder ausraisen.

Schwere Vorwiirfe
Numn erhebr der dsterreichische Parks
mentsabgeordneie Peter Pilk von den
Griinen schwere Vorwilrfe an die Ad
ressa der dsterrdchischen und sehwed
Zarischan Politik. «Die Sctweizer Bahir
den haben sich beim Gsierraic hischen
Inmnenministerinm erkundigt, ob sinauf
rechrer Hafthefehl gegen fafri Sahra
TOdnd VOrEege. [kas Wiener [nn e nis
erium hat bestang, dass es dissen Haft
befehl wegen Mordverdachis gibte, St
Fikz. Dannoch s& nichis passiart, und
der Gesuchie sai mit seiner Delegaton
bereis wieder weilergereist.

Es sei michr das ersta Mal, dass der
Hanbefehl der Jusdzans vermuich pol
m5cREn Grinden mehnvollsares KTw ends,

anlEsshich von

i F_'IJ

iJ-r.-r'fhnn dhess Amstosses: Mosharmmed kB Sahrarooud] (Ekimiiie)in Genf Ir.m; kanair

Bereits 2011 hatSahraroodi an é@nes IPU-
Eusammeankuniiing ern tailgenymmean.
AT die Gemeinschaf der ExikKurden
En AMronL. [ass sin mumnasshcher Mar-
dar inner sweier lahre Zweimal unbe
helligt in die Schweiz habe resen kin
NEn, 58 5 wsahr merkwiirdigs, sag
Hiwa Bahrami, daterraichischer Yerr
[Er dar [amokrasenen Parts anisci
Kurdistans (PDET), deren Yerrater Sake
raroddi B85 umgabrachn haben soll.

Diplomatische Immunitit

Foleo Galli, Sprecher des Bundesamues
T Justiz (B1), das i die Vollstrackung
intermatonater Hafibefehle Tuscindig
is1, DESETE T IWischen den Zeilen, dass

=

Sahrareodi sich diese Woche in der
Scinweis aufgehalien hat, jedoch onbe-
helligr blieh. «Als oMz ieller Dedegiarier
ies iranischen Stastes im Rahmen der
[P PENass der Batroffens Imm it
und EEme somit aul Scifvszer Territo-
rium chnefin mchr verhafier werden
kinnens, sagt Galh.

O, imwiefern und allentls wekhe
Seinvaizar oder &sierreichischen Bahdr-
den in der Ssche in Konmkr scanden,
wird mehn offimell knmmanTiert. «inper-
T Orea 1 Fxﬂr_-IJUIIgHL'-rELk_ 71 Unrer-
sielen dem .-\.I'I.'I[bgdm!i]'l‘lPJ.‘i und sind
bTIJI'IU.‘EIIEi\'. vermaulich ru behan
delne, Sagr Galli. Daran Snderen auch
die Vorwiirie FilE" nic s,

Sahrarodis Fiocho wnd Karn ere seit
dam A rentarvon Wien ist st abentewer-
lich wiie erfolgrsc . IRa ferermeic i scha
Polizei vemaurers B85, dass er die rid-
lichen Schiisse auf die dré kordischen
Abgeordneren sbgefenern eme. Scher
ist, dass ar eim ADeniat von einem
mess«-.-r.—k‘:g erroffen und schwerver-
letzt wurde. & ALleniirer konmen ak-
|El|.1.ir¥3ijl'ld.il3j ranische Bose ia i kch-
120 und mach massiver Imerventdon Te-
herans das Land verlassen. e 4
reichische Jushz Degann Iwar Zu er
mitaln, doch dsierreichs Iljm:liﬂi" R
si{‘l'l.l.l'!g$5|'.l.iE@ SHMmTE der Ausreisero.
Der verlezie Sshraroodi wuonde GOgar
mit Polizeieskore zum Flughafen ge-
brachi. Al diemuonassichen Marder in
Teheran in Scherneit waren, schicke
OsreTrEch Snen inermario f Haf-
malend aus. Erist bis heore gi g,

-

General der Revolutionsgarden

Jafari machie dansch Karriere in der Is-
lamisc hen Republik. Er winde General
und Kommandant einer Sondereinheio
der Revolutionsgarden Pasdaran, digim
Norden des Irak gagen kurdische Polid-
ker operienen. 2007 entkam er knapp
der Verhafung durch USTruppen im
dirak. 7Zu disser ¥eil sai er Darsis
mamalen Scherheismas
v damals das Gaterns-
be: AlS SIEINV EMTe-
schel Ali Larijan. Als
I..1F|J..1I'L| ILI:ITI Prasidenten desiranischen
Parlsmenrs gewdhlt wurde, nahm er
seinen Vertraiten Jafani als Birocher
mit. Trom ader vielleie n gerads wegen
dasinrernaionslen Hanbefehls, dervon
ginem frithen Loyalicitsbeweis dem
REgim ¢ g BgeniiDer Teugr.

Mitgliad des

Schwarzsprach
in Berlin mit Griin

Die RegieTungstildung in Deorscniand
blaibr spannend. Kin erses Sondie-
rungggesprsch rwischen Union wnd Grii-
nen ist gastern Abend ohne konkrates
Ergebnis zo Ende gegangen. Die Par-
teien wollen sich nachsten Dienstsy e
newt weffen. Am Monag werden CDU/
CSU Zudem mir deT 5P ikher an mig -
chies Biindnis sprechen. Ziel afer Par-
teien e s, bis 20T Konstingerumng
des Bumndestags am 22, Okieber werkgs-
tens fosciulegen, wer mit der Union
Kol verhandlungen fihren wird.
In Berfin gilt sine Grosse Koabtion
weiter als sehr viel wahrscheinlicher.
LATIS0 DT T ETE WETTET, dass Ka nElerin
Merkel sich die sclmvar-g
offenhdlh. Die Bereiligren i
gestern bedsckl. s sei @ne soffans,
sachliche und an Inhalten orienderiss
Diskuss 0N gewesen, sagte G

UGeneral
sekTetar Hemann Grihe. Auch Griinen-
Chel Cem Ozdemir lobe die sposigve
AnosphEres. Kolkagin Clhaudia Roth be-
e aber, Viele Themen 5 T «ange-
rissems worden. Eine mégliche Koalinon
a5 Urion und Griinen gilrak schwiarig.
e bl e P o e s ban Sich im Wahi-
KaMpTz sirweise ageTessiv angegriffen.,
In der 5PD dagegen scheint die
Bereitscharn LE"SUL‘:;EI'I Zu sein, sich aufl
Bime Grosse hl'.i:ll.l'l]l:ll'l sinmiass
Diskussionen songte jimgst
rung des rachren Par
Finanaminisierium mis
mit einem SP0-Polidker besarrr werdern.,
Es 28] das E‘il'l:l':igl.: Ee IT Mt Yetorecht
':;I!'aﬂﬁiber der Kamzkerin und «deswe-
2N micht verandelars. [ie SPI-Par-
wEifiihrung hal sodche Vors mm
jerigen Zetpunkt fir falsch. Se kinn-
ten bei der Basis den Endrck arwe-
ckon, es gehe dem Spitzenpersomal nur
um Posten und Amter. (her sinen a -
Eﬁl.:fl E(HU'ﬁI)I’IS\'L‘II’I‘B& mit der Union
wenden am Ende alle 470 000 SPD-
Mingheder a benmm en. (dn)

ligels, das
unbedingr
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Kurdenmorde: Ministerien
reichen brisanten Fall weiter

Osterreich/Iran. Hauptverdichtiger bleibt unbehelligt.

Wien. Eine schwarze Gedenktafel
kiindet in der Linken Bahngasse in
Wien Landstrafe von einem der
spektakulérsten Politmorde der
Zweiten Republik. Vis-a-vis hatte
sich der Kurdenfiithrer Abdul Rah-
man Ghassemlou im Juli 1989 in
einer Wohnung zu einem konspi-
rativen Treffen mit Emissdren des
iranischen Regimes getroffen, um
iiber einen Waffenstillstand zu ver-
handeln. Ein Mordkommando be-
endete jah das Gespréch - und das
Leben der drei kurdischen Unter-
handler. Die Tater fliichteten in die
iranische Botschaft, nach einer In-
tervention Teherans gewiéhrte ih-
nen Osterreich die Ausreise -
einem sogar unter Polizeieskorte.
Gegen ebenjenen Mohammed
Jatari Sahraroudi, den Hauptver-
déchtigen, liegt 24 Jahre spiter
nach wie vor ein Haftbefehl vor. Er
erfreut sich seiner Freiheit, auch
bei Auslandsreisen. Zuletzt weilte
er nach Angaben Hiwa Bahramis,
des Vertreters der Demokratischen
Partei Kurdistan-Iran (PDKI) in
Deutschland und Osterreich, als
Mitglied einer iranischen Parla-
mentarier-Delegation bei einer
Konferenz in Genf. Er blieb ebenso

unbehelligt wie zuvor in Italien
oder spéter in Kroatien.

Die PDKI ist in der Causa Sah-
raroudi bei den &sterreichischen
und Schweizer Behorden vorstellig
geworden, ist dabei aber abgeblitzt.
Das Auflenministerium in Wien er-
kldrt sich unzusténdig. Es sei unge-
wiss, so Sprecher Martin Weiss,
welcher Art der Haftbefehl sei oder
ob er iiberhaupt noch aufrecht sei.
Im Ubrigen ressortiere der Fall im
Justizministerium, wo sich die Jus-
tizbehdrden auf EU-Ebene damit
beschéftigen wiirden. Aus dem Pa-
lais Trautson, dem Sitz des Justiz-
ministeriums, verlautet dagegen
kurz und biindig: , Keine Auskunft.”

Es ist ein Paradebeispiel dafiir,
wie Osterreich brisante Fille hand-
habt, wie sich die Behdrden eine
»heifle Kartoffel“ zuspielen. Im Ge-
gensatz zu Deutschland, wo die ira-
nischen Téter der Kurdenmorde
1992 im Mykonos-Prozess zur Re-
chenschaft gezogen worden sind,
harren die Kurdenmorde in Wien
weiter der Aufkldrung. Griin-Politi-
ker Peter Pilz aufierte gar den Ver-
dacht, der damalige Prisident Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad sei der Draht-
zieher der Aktion gewesen.  (vier)
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/ ! Mandato di cattura internazionale

Il cittadino iraniano Mohammed Djafari SAHAROODI, nato il
07.12.1958 a Teheran., funzionario del Ministero degli Esteri ultima
residenza presso I'Ambasciata iraniana a Vienna, & da arrestare  perché
gravemente sospettalo di omicidio ai sensi dell'art. 75 del codice penale

ausiriaco,
Motivazione:

In base alle indagini svolte, Amir Mansour BOZORGIAN-ASSL &
gravemente sospeffato di aver ucciso con premeditazione ed in concorso
consapevole e voluto con Mustafa Haji AJVADI ¢ Amir Mansour
BOZORGIAN-ASSL a colpi di arma da fuoco le seguenti persone: Abdul
Rahman GHASSEMLOU, Abdullak GHADERI-AZAR ¢ Fadil

RASOUL,
Mohammed Djafari SAHAROODI ha laseiate 1"Austria in data

22.07.1939 per I'Iran.

Mohammed Djafari SAHAROODI & alto circa 170-175 em. E magro,
ha i capelli neri corti & fui, leggermente arricciati. Ha gli occhi scuri ¢ al

momento del delitto portava i baff.,

TRIBUNALE FENALE DI VIENNA
1082 Vienna, Landesgerichtsstrasse 11
Sezione 23d, 11 19.12.1989

Dr. Michael DANEK

Gindige

On the occasion of the 31%* anniversary
;Z L of the martyrs of Vienna - 14 July 1989
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Wiener Kurdenmorde: Hauptverdichtiger unbehelligt in Europa unterwegs

Betretenes Schweigen

Vion 1Iﬂh’ﬂ. Tektas

B Osterreichisches Justizministerium
verweigert Auskunft zu dem Fall.

Wien. Der Hauptverdichtige der
Wiener Kurdenmords yar 24 Tak-
re gl ‘sich in. Buropa aufhalben.
Dies wermeldeten Vectioler dor
Demokriischien  Ported  Kurdis-
tan-lran. Moharnmad Jafard Sahra-
raldly gapen den salf’ Bazember
FRE0 i knfernal onales Halllie-
ekl bestodid uml dor heate: Bilri
chief des Iranischen - Partamenis-
prasidenten 1st, sei diese Woche
£u einem Treffen der JInterparia-
mentarischen Unton e intermsti-
omale Schladseerichisharke 0 In
Genf als Mitgiled der iranischen
Delegathon  gersist  Minlerwelle
soll ar sich In Krpatien anfhalten,

Dass Bahrarowdi 'sich in Europa
hefindet, erfulir Hiwa Balirami,
Vartreter  der Demaokratischen
Paral Kurdistan-Iran (PDKI) von
alner anonymen . Qnelle, Rahrami
hérte durch die Uberpriifung der
Fatoa ™ auf der offiziellan Homioe
page dos [ranlschen Parlaments
dessen ldantitdt feststeilen kin-
nen, ‘sagte der J6-Jahrige gegen-
iber der Wiener Zaitune®.

loh habw soford des Bsierme
chiische Innen und Aubenminis
terion komtakteri  Sahrardudi,
der keine parlamentarische Ime
milniiat  besitz, hatte von' der
Schwioor Regiomng nach |lsiar.

reich ausgelistert werden sallen”,
sugt Bahrami Obwohl das bster-
reichigche Innanministarivm  ge-
grnliber Schwebser Belianden den
sufrechien  Hafthefohl - bestitigt
hitte, hitte Sahrarowdl ohne Pro-
bleme anz dar Schwalr ausreisan
kiommen wnd halle sich dersell var-
mutlich semeinessm ol dee Dali-
gition in Zagrab aul,
Schweiz: Genoss [mmunitat
A 13 Tuli 198 war In edner Wie-
ner Privatwolinome der Chef dar
Rurdlschen Demokragschen Far
tel-lran, Atdul Rahman Ghassem-
Tow, mit selnem Stelivertreter Ab-
duliah Ghaderi-Azar und dem in
{(hinrreich eingpbirgeron Konben
Fudel Hasoul’ bol alnom Gehedm
treffen mit Emissdicen: Flihmung in
Teheran ermaordet worden, Die Tat-
verdachtigen fauchten in der irani-
schan, Botschaft unler omi koon-
ten nuch Interventionan der brani
schen Beglerung unbeheiligt aus-
reisen; einer von [hnen wurnds so-
gar ‘untsr Polizeischurz - zum
Schwachater Flughafan grdeite
Vortrefer der imndschon Har
dan bemingeln berslts - seit jah-
rien, dass Osterreich bei dor Straf-
verfolgung des Mordes an dem
Kurden fihrap plisnie isd. Dis jot-

zhgn JUntitizkell des Schwelzoes
und  Gsterseichischen Dehdrden®
deute daraulhin, dass digse pali-
tiszh motiviert ek

shiaghe  Hehorden o wioll
ten, hitten sle dlz Mande schon
lingst aufkldrén Kinnen. Wartm
hatsin: die Schweizer Behirden es
verzigarl, Sihraropdi - festzuneh-
men®™  Bohrami muolmail, dass
man die politischen Bezichungen
sum' Iran nicht gefahrden wolle
und dicse wichiiger selen als die
Bezichungsn mi den Kurdan.,
Jeabel wiine die Yerhafing Szh-
rarpandix ein kinres Zelclien pegen
den Eampd des Intermationalen
Terrorismus.”

et -iboterred chlsche Jusizminka-
terfum’ wollte 20 dem Fall kelne
Auskunit geben, das Aubenminis-
terfum verwias auf Erstares, Foloo
Conlly waim Bundesqaml Tur JiEstkz 0
der Sghwele sigie zur Wiener Lol
tung”, dass Inernationale Fahn-
dungiersuchen dem Amisgehelm-
nis unterstilnden und er daher kel-
e Auskanln gehen kinme, auch
mcht, o e ednen Augizosch mit
den dstarrelchischen Behinden g
gehen hatte. Galli gab abar an;
dass Sahraroudi ats offiziellst ira-
nlscher  Delegiertar im - Rahimen
digser Tagung: Tromunitil geimies
und In der Schwels gar nlcht vier:
haftet hide werden kinnen.” B

Anch dle Wibwe Ghassemlous fondert seit Langem Aufklamme. Fetua

Kreditversicherer
nach der Krise noch
stdrker im Geschift

Wien. [ag/wak) Die Weltwin-

schaftskriza von 2008 hat aoch
Tl dlen. Kreddlt: und Investitions
verslcherern deatliche  Sporen

hinterlassan, same der Prisident
der Berrer Unign, lohan Schrij-
ver, der anlasslich der fahresvar-
sammlong  fn Wien o war. Dis
Angst sltzt den Exporieuren sher
nogh fm: Nacken: Dis gesamie ver-
sicherte Summe ist aof guletz
[2092) 1,33 Billipnen Eurn gestis-
gane 2O0E waran as nur 1,1 Billie
nen Bure, dunnch kam eine Delle,
2009 war 0 die Bronchs  eln-
schoeidend, die Anspriiche, die
ausgezahll weirden mussien, var-
doppelten sich aufgromd der vis
len Awsfille - von 17 Millineden
Euro aufvier Milliarden Euro,

Dix Berner Union st oeln Zu-
sammenschloss . von 7o Kredit-
il Investitionsvarsiohererm ans
60 Stanten; stwitlich und privat,
die gemeinsam etwa 2ehn Frozent
der waltweiien  Exporie  versk-
chern. Sie stellen damit -mehr als
i HiliE" dear wallweiten Expar-
versicherungan. Schrilver war an
Hsslch der Jaliresviarsammiung
fn Wien. Auns Osterreich lst die
[estermichischa Rontrollbank
[Uek B} dabel  in Gestalt. yon
| OeKB-Cet Rudell Scholten,  Lant

Scholten sind die hichsten Aus
falle nicht in den Hochristke-Lin-
dern zu verzeichnen, Don selen
Investoran -sehr vordichig. Am
riskanizsten sal es in can Beom
wi Inwvestoren In Gold-
grilberstimmung  manchmal dis
nitige Vorsicht vergessen, B
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Dr. Carol Prunhuber TN .
Rahman the Kurd

In 1989 when ARG decided to go and meet his nemesis in Vienna, he may have been reckless. He
may have made the controversial decision to go anyway, but he knew the risks because he had been
publicly warned 10 years before that he was being condemned to death, while simply watching
television.

On Iranian television that day — August 19, 1979 - none other than the Ayatollah Khomeini had
come to the opening session of the Constitutional Council of Experts in Tehran. This Council was
going to design a Constitution for the new Islamic Republic.

Imagine the scene the television camera is broadcasting: The hall is full of venerable ulemas, their
heads covered with turbans and their faces somber as they listen to the Imam.

Khomeini at the podium, with his thick eyebrows, is speaking in his soft monotonous voice; a tone
he also used to express great anger.

A few days earlier, armed Kurds had defeated his troops in Iranian Kurdistan. Irate, Khomeini
threatened the army with punishment and declared himself Commander in Chief of the armed
forces.

Looking at the silent audience, he said: “Ghassemlou is the culprit. The KDPI is a nest of saboteurs
and corrupt people. The party is banned. And Ghassemlou must be punished.

Without raising his voice, he asked: “Is Ghassemlou here?”
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No one answered as people looked around at each other. Khomeini fixed his gaze upon the Coun-
cil members and with all the fury concentrated in his carbon dark eyes he exclaimed: Why did you
tell him that he was a “mofsed fil arz”, a corrupt person! Why did you scare him away? If that dog
Ghassemlou had come today, we would have sent him directly to hell!

Reality TV, Khomeini style!

Perhaps in talking today about the many achievements of Dr. Ghassemlou we should begin with
the question: Why was he assassinated?

He was assassinated not only for being the leader of the Kurds of Iran, but more than that, because
of the type of man he was — his beliefs and the difficult choices he made were unlike those of other
traditional leaders in the region.

Different from other Kurds, Dr. Ghassemlou was perhaps the harbinger of real unity among the
Kurdish people. His enemies had rightfully perceived his unspoken destiny and this would be-
come a direct threat to them.

It is important to note that, Dr. Ghassemlou was not a traditional tribal leader. His ideological
itinerary traveled from an orthodox Marxism-Leninism to Social Democracy in the course of his
life. He was an empathetic leader and a cultivated man who spoke seven languages and possessed
an inherent strength and wisdom that endeared him to his people. He had a refined sense of humor
and loved life.

Unlike other Middle East leaders that fancy democratic ideals but are discouraged by the risks in
pursuing them, Dr. Ghassemlou had the courage to manifest his democratic and humanistic vi-
sion, as well as put forward his political program within an Islamic society.

Not only did he defend human rights, but also women’s rights — long before it became a must in
the international scene. In the Kurdish society during Ghassemlou’s life, women’s rights were non
existent — and still they are far from being achieved.

In the unfortunate war in Iraq, there has been one beneficiary: Kurdistan. Although unity across
Iraq seems difficult, Kurdistan has managed to achieve an unequalled degree of national unity
under the Regional Autonomous Government.

Dr. Ghassemlou recognized that there existed a Kurdish irredentism and that integration was
scarce in the countries where they live, that their language was alive despite intentions to drown
their cultural identity. The Kurds, after resisting the woes that for centuries befell their nation, be-
gan to develop a national consciousness in the twentieth century.

As Dr. Ghassemlou once said, “Nowadays, it is natural to have a Kurdish demand for independ-
ence, for the realization of a national Kurdish project. An independent Kurdistan would be a state
without access to the sea. Yet at the same time, it would be a state rich in oil and, especially, in
possession of unique resources. Water is much coveted in the Middle East and could spark future
wars in this region. Without oil, people are poor; without water, they cannot survive. As everyone
knows, the great reserves of water are in Kurdistan.”
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Dr. Ghassemlou was the first Kurdish leader to come up with a solution that overcame the ob-
stacles inhibiting the creation of a Kurdish state and that is why he accepted a realistic plan: to
renounce independence and instead choose the path of autonomy.

He understood both the weaknesses and strengths of the Kurds. He was a tolerant man of dia-
logue who maintained his calm in stressful situations. Because he was respected for his political
and intellectual wisdom about the Kurds, including his keen sense of diplomacy and international
perspective, his vast culture and his charisma, he was able to bring opposing political parties to a
negotiation table.

Dr. Ghassemlou knew that unity among the Kurds was of prime importance. In fact, he was tor-
mented by the division among the Kurds. Politics in this part of the world paralyzed any forward
movement. Nothing lasted; no agreement was respected.

For the Kurds had a tribal concept of politics, based on the unconditional support of their chief,
not of a particular political program. All of this became the Achilles heel of the Kurdish movement,
making it ever vulnerable to the manipulations of regional governments.

Dr. Ghassemlou understood that only through unification could the Kurds achieve their demands.
He worked hard for this goal, to end fighting among the Kurds. He was a prudent man whose es-
sential nature was to unify. His impassioned wish was to educate his people and this showed in the
respect and love he held for them.

When visiting his men at the military hospital, he knew their names and would speak with them
about their family, their village and listen intently to what they had to say.

Long before environmental issues came to the fore, he discouraged his people from clear cutting
the forests and unnecessarily killing wildlife. This was a man who once said, “You cannot find hap-
piness; you have to create it. If you don’t create it, you will never find it”

This same leader played intermediary between Mustapha Barzani and Saddam Hussein in the 70;
between Jalal Talabani and the Iraqi government in the 80’s.

He supported Barzani because he considered him to be the most important representative of the
Kurds; yet over the years, Dr. Ghassemlou also questioned his stewardship on many issues.

In an interview, Dr. Ghassemlou once recalled that he had been especially incensed by Barzani’s
refusal to compromise on Kirkuk in the mid 70’s, when negotiating an autonomy plan with the
Iraqi government.

Can you imagine that? Barzani turned down Saddam Hussein’s proposal, first to give the Kurds
50% of the oil revenues and then 75% -- and finally Saddam made the offer that since Kirkuk was
the main obstacle, they should divide the city into two parts. Even today, Kirkuk continues to be a
battleground between the Kurds and Arabs.

Dr. Ghassemlou regretted this decision, for he felt it compromised the pan-Kurdish cause. He
said: “The Kurds haven't achieved anything politically because they have applied more emotion

13 July 2020 On the occasion of the 31%* anniversary
38 of the martyrs of Vienna - 14 July 1989




than reason to politics. They asked for all or for nothing. You cannot be black or white in politics.
What's possible today is not possible tomorrow. I think Barzani should have accepted the Kirkuk
deal, consolidated autonomy and fought in the future for the rest of the Kurdish goals.

“If Kurdistan had been autonomous and Barzani kept his troops, when the revolution happened in
Iran in 1979, the Iranian Kurds would have been in a better position.

“It's normal that for those who govern Baghdad or Tehran, to want to safeguard the integrity of
their country. We Kurds understand this.

“In politics it’s not intention that counts, but the relation of forces. If the Kurds had been capable of
consolidating their autonomy, Baghdad would have had to accept a fait accompli. The failure of the
March 1979 negotiations was a repetition of the failures of Kurdish history. The balance of forces
was in favor of the Iraqi Kurds. They should have realized this”

On an international level, Ghassemlou’s education and experience made him one of the few Kurd-
ish leaders intently familiar with other cultures. He developed a true knowledge of the West from
his education in Paris and Prague. Due to this developed socio-cultural awareness, he was able to
justly win the ears, if not the support of foreign powers.

He held a Doctorate in Political and Economical Science and became a professor at University of
Prague where he taught economic growth and development. Ghassemlou was an unusually culti-
vated man who would one day be reading a book of Sufi Poetry and the next a volume on European
Literature, listening to a Kurdish song or a Mozart piano concerto.

He always maintained his independence. First and foremost, his primary goal and leading princi-
ple was to support the Kurdish cause. Dr. Ghassemlou never accepted the idea that a leader could
sell out his Kurdish brothers across the border for the sake of personal or parochial interests. He
had not forgotten the lesson of the Kurds in Iran who had been abandoned by their brothers to the
hands of the Shah.

And let us not forget how similarly years later, after his death, the Islamic regime in Tehran was
given a free hand to operate militarily against Kurds inside Iraqi Kurdistan.

Even though it led an armed struggle against Iran, Ghassemlou’s party was perhaps the only Third
World revolutionary movement that opposed popular terrorist methods - especially at that time.

About this he said: “As a democratic organization we have always opposed all acts of terrorism,
be it hijacking of planes, taking hostages, putting bombs or any action that threatens the lives and
security of civilians. To renounce our principles and thus loose our image as a responsible, demo-
cratic and humanitarian party, in return for fleeting publicity is both vain and useless”

Not only did he oppose any hostage taking in the 80’, but he was instrumental in the liberation
of several French hostages, and even paid for their freedom with weapons on one occasion and
another monetarily.

Trapped by the geopolitical situation of Kurdistan, Dr. Ghassemlou had lived and worked in Iraq on and
off, and maintained contact with the Iraqi regime. Yet he never collaborated with Baghdad against Iran.
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According to Jalal Talabani when the Iraq-Iran war began, the Iraqi government invited Ghas-
semlou to form a Kurdish state. They offered him money and weapons. Even the budget for the
future Kurdish government would be paid by the Iraqis, who would recognize it. Baghdad wanted
to divide Iran. But Ghassemlou responded that he wanted democracy and autonomy within the
Iranian state.

He was not a ‘business as usual’ kind of man. Due to his principles, he could not be bought or ca-
joled into making overnight deals for the Kurdish cause.

He was in a difficult position regarding Iraq. In private he spoke about the horrors of the Iraqi
regime, yet he was obliged to be discreet about it publicly.

Almost too modern for his time, Dr. Ghassemlou’s political stature was a unifying force. His un-
derstanding of the ways of the world and his close ties and relations with politicians, journalists
and academics in Europe and beyond, gave him a pragmatic approach that others lacked.

He had also foreseen his own end. For years he had thought about writing his autobiography, but
the amount of work and the internal problems of the party did not allow him to do so.

A year before he died, Dr. Ghassemlou told me that if he ever wrote his story, it would have be-
gun like this: “On many occasions, Kurdish leaders have been assassinated due to treason by the
Persian authorities. It happened with Jafar Agha and later with Simko, one of our most important
contemporary leaders. While Simko’s blood ran through the streets in a nearby house, a boy was
being born. That boy would be me.”

“Did it really happen like this?” I questioned.
No,” he answered. “Simko was murdered June 1930, the same year I was born but not the same
day. Do you realize how strong that beginning is? One a Kurdish leader dies and at the same time

another is being born.”

Some Kurds believe that if Dr. Ghassemlou had lived, he would have been able to further the cause
for all Kurds. It is difficult today to say what role he could have played.

Were he alive today, there’s no doubt Dr. Ghassemlou would look upon the progress made in Iraqi
Kurdistan with hope -for its continued solidarity and growth into the 21st century.

One thing is very certain: throughout his life, Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou never limited himself
to being just an Iranian Party chief.

He lived as a farsighted leader and above all, a KURD - who held a dream for Kurdistan and over-
arching love for his people - in the end, giving up his life while reaching for that dream.

We honor his life here today. In these turbulent times, we can remember his unwavering spirit and
light that lives on in the hearts and craggy mountains of a nation called Kurdistan.

Copyright © 2008, Dr. Carol Prunhuber. Published with permission.
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Dr. A.R. Ghassemlou:

A rebel with a cause

‘A national community that seeks emancipation shall also pay its price. No nation without struggle
and great eflorts, without sacrificing its resources, in lives and treasure, has attained freedom. Kurd-
ish nation and our Party; as the forerunner of the Kurdish national struggle, understands that free-
dom requires commitment and selt-sacrifice; the ranks of our fallen comrades ever increasing, and it
may to continue to be so with a greater path in the tuture.”

Dr. A.R. Ghassemlou

This is a casual translation of late Dr A.R. Ghassemlou’s words, the Secretary-general of the KDPI,
from Kurdish into English. The last sentence seems to have the merit of apparent certainty as he
himself lost his life in the unpleasant tragedy of July 13, 1989. In fact what happened on July 13, 1989,
was a carefully drafted plan of assassinating Dr. Ghassemlou by Iranian authorities under the pretext
of political negotiation.

We gathered here to honour his memories and celebrate his works and achievements. Any attempt
to shed some lights on the works and achievements of Dr. Ghassemlou would immediately generate
uneasy discussion. This is because the real Dr. Ghassemlou I knew was far from the myth constructed
by some of his colleagues on the one hand, and a notorious character that had been portrayed by his
foes and rivals on the other hand. The existing and real Dr. Ghassemlou was neither of them. He was
a human being with his own strengths and weaknesses. He has been recorded as a great leader in the
contemporary Kurdish history, and rightly so. However, to aim to reflect on his personality and to try
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saying something about his real and actual character and separating it from the myth made by some
of his friends or the negative portrait that heavily publicised by his foes and rivals will not be an easy
task if I try to avoid saying it is a daunting task.

On the other hand, the uneasiness comes from the way in which he lost his life, remembrance that
balk 13 of July and looking that a picture of Dr. Ghassemlou’s falling body on the sofa while his red
shirt stained with blood that any observant can only distinguish the shirt colour from the blood by its
thickness would really stimulate distress. But, perhaps, the most elements of uneasiness stems from
the fact the terror of Kurdish leaders have become the final solution to resolve the Kurdish question
in Iran. And the consecutive Iranian governments in the past 80 years have followed this practice,
and the terror of Dr Ghassemlou is not an exception here. Bearing in mind this, one cannot but to
become conscious that the terror of Kurdish leaders has been an integral component of the Iranian
regimes’ policy in dealing with the Kurdish national movement. To grasp the irony here one has to
understand a Kurdish Tragedy in the modern times. But first allow me to reflect upon Dr. Ghasse-
mou’s personality.

Within the history of any nation, national community or social group there are heroes, elites and
political leaders. Heroes are those who devote their lives to the people and they either recorded many
heroic episodes in their lifetime or sacrificed their life for the sake of their people. Elites and intellec-
tuals are those who acquired knowledge and academic training in one or more domains, and work-
ing towards filling the gaps existing between the time requirement and the norms and values systems
of the society and its institutional setting. However, in the given history of any nation there are few
who all at once are heroes, intellectuals and political leaders. Dr Ghassemlou’s personality comprised
these entire three roles. He started his political career as a left activist while he was pursuing his stud-
ies in France. He then expelled from France as undesired political character, very much under the
pressure of the Iranian government of the time, and forced to settle in Czechoslovakia. There he suc-
ceeded to take an opportunity offered to him to finish his studies, gained his PhD in 1962 and from
1962 lectured political economy at the Prague University. In 1970 he paid a visit to Iraq and Iraqi
Kurdistan and decided to devote the rest of his life to the reorganisation of the KDP that was suffering
from acute political and organisational crisis following the sad end of the armed struggle of 1967-69.
In third conference he was elected as a leader of the KDP and until that black 13 July 1989 remained
at this post. He has now entered in our history, as a great leader, distinguished intellectual and a hero.

His imprint on the KDP history is in a way that any historian can easily divide the history of the Party
since the fall of Kurdistan republic into three phases of pre-Ghassemlou era, Ghassemlou era and
post-Ghassemlou era. I personally benefited from his insightful thoughts following the revolution
of 1979 I had the opportunity to know him for a short period of time. For me the most noticeable
characteristic of his management style was that as an intellectual he perfectly understood the need
for a modernising project within the KDP and Kurdish national movement. As a result he had al-
ways aimed to promote professionalism at organisational and operational levels. At the same time he
was always trying to ensure that his communication approach is prepared for a particular audience
and effective medium had been identified and selected for each case. From this point of view his
eagle-eyed for professionalism had never failed him to work with the people who could not share
his enthusiastic reception to professionalism. This was the most important lesson that I learned from
him.

He was born in 1930, and very much was the son of ].K. and KDP School of thought of that time.
To make my point I have to stress that by the early 1940s the international and regional circum-

Kurdistan Democratic Party - Iran 13 July 2020
Abroad Committee Media Centre 43




stances offered the Kurds an opportunity to get round of the vicious circle that had been enforced
upon them. This period was to be marked by the formation of J.K., KDP and the establishment of
the Kurdistan republic. The promising period of 1942-46 was, however, brief and the Iranian gov-
ernment managed to restore and establish the dominant tone in Kurdistan by the late 1946. In fact,
there is an undoubted historic significance and topicality to the policy of the two victorious Allied
Powers in 1946- USA and UK-, expressing their loyalty to the Persian government and forcing the
Soviet forces out of the Northern part of Iran therefore facilitating the sudden fall of the Kurdistan
republic. The legacy of this historic juncture had a great impact on the Kurdish politics for the years
to come. The ruling elites in Iran, Turkey and Syria continued to deprive the Kurds from their rights
to self-determination. At the same time, European countries, and a considerable numbers of progres-
sive forces in Europe were attempting to downgrade the Kurdish question to the only human rights
level, completely disregarding the Kurdish nation right to self-rule. He was seventeen years old when
the Kurdistan republic fell down. He belonged to the second generation of Kurdish political activists
of that period. A generation that inherited the confusion surrounded their political environment as a
result of the drastic end of the Kurdistan republic and inhospitable international and regional politi-
cal environment. As a result of which, he, like many other young Kurdish activists, found a safe refuge
in the leftist ideology, particularly the dominant school of thought of the time, the Tudeh Party and
pro-Soviet doctrine of those years. However, his affiliation with this policy line experienced some
difficulties before returning to Kurdistan.

In 1970 he left his teaching position at the Prague University and went to Kurdistan. After an inten-
sive discussion and negotiation with remaining officials and members the KDP he stroked a deal
with them to resume his political career within in the rank and files of KDP. With their assistance
he soon organised the Third conference of the Party and was elected a leader, the post of which he
held until he lost his life. Considering the difficulties faced the Party following the aftermath of up-
heaval of the late 1960s, Dr Ghassemlou aimed to win the battle of ideas, strategy and tactics within
the rank and files of the Party in exile, as a result from 1970-1979 he had worked hard and put an
immense effort towards the modernisation and regeneration of the KDP. He had drafted a new po-
litical programme, which had been discussed and passed in the Third congress. Along his attempt
to modernise the organisational structure of the Party his main core ideas and strategy centred on
the slogan of Democracy for Iran and autonomy for Kurdistan. Since then the KDP name officially
turned to be KDPI. Until the late1978 the KDPI had approximately 100 members and based in exile.
Following the revolution of 1979 and the collapse of the monarchy in Iran, the KDPI became a mass
party and a semi-army in its disposal, and Dr Ghassemlou emerged as a main Kurdish leader with a
popular appeal and national credibility. He was one of the main architect and staunch believer in the
aim of ‘Democracy for Iran, Autonomy for Kurdistan’ for which he invested at least twenty years of
his life. His new acquired position with a mass popular support; his credibility and charisma across
the Iranian political society provided an opportunity to him to implement his aim and dream. So in
aiming to assess his political achievements the period between the revolution of 1979 and the 1989
will be a determinant historical period.

Almost immediately after the collapse of the monarchy, there was little agreement between Kurdish
nationalists, and the newly established Provisional Government. The Kurds regarded the end of
monarchy as an opportunity to rectify their long-standing sense of injustice over the denial of their
national rights by state sponsored chauvinism. From late 1978, the Kurdistan Democratic Party of
Iran (KDPI) had revived its organisational networks alongside the Kurdistan branch of Fadayan,
as well as newly the formed evolutionary Organisation of the Toilers of Kurdistan (Komala). These
mainly secular forces, which were independent of Tehran, in the absence of a central government in-
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frastructure dominated the city councils formed following the collapse of the monarchy, and practi-
cally governed the whole area. Having armed themselves from a large army barrack in Mahabad, and
gendarmerie posts throughout the region that were attacked in February 1979, these groups became
powerful forces that challenged the authority of the PG.

By late 1979 two religious leaders had emerged: first Sheikh Ezzaddin Huseini in Mahabad; and sec-
ond Ahmad Moftizadeh in Senna. The former, a cleric with a history of nationalist struggle called for
the formation of a secular and democratic state with autonomy for the Kurds. The latter, a religious
but non-clerical person advocated an Islamic state. Since the Islamic regime had been trying to set up
a foothold in Kurdistan, they relied on Moftizadeh’s line as an alternative to weaken the radical, sec-
ular and democratic ideals of the Kurdish national movement. Although Moftizadeh enjoyed popu-
larity among some sections of the Kurdish people in Senna, the majority of the Kurds, supporting a
secular and democratic policy, rallied behind the nationalist parties and groups, as well as personali-
ties such as Sheikh Ezzaddin, quickly marginalizing Moftizadeh. The fact that Moftizadeh allied with
the Islamic republic and soon marginalized demonstrates that although the majority of the Kurds are
Sunni therefore the religious differences played a role in their opposition toward the Islamic republic
but the Kurdish political society was mostly secular and remained as such.

The first confrontation occurred in late March 1979, when a disagreement between the people of the
city and Safadari, Khomeini’s representative in Senna, developed into an open confrontation. The
army garrison intervened on the latter’s side. On the eve of Nowroz (New Year) Phantom jet fighters
from Tehran and helicopters from Kermanshah attacked the city, and a full-scale civil war broke out
between the Kurdish forces and the new Islamic authority. A temporary cease-fire was agreed when a
high-ranking delegation was dispatched from Tehran to travel to the area. After hard negotiations an
agreement was signed. But, this was merely a foretaste of the future war between the Islamic author-
ities in Tehran, and the Kurdish national movement.

Following the early clashes, the PG was careful to distance itself from the Pahlavi regime’s policy
towards non-Persian Iranian nationals, even though Kurdish leaders sought a peaceful solution. In
February 1979 a state delegation headed by Daryush Foruhar, paid a visit to Mahabad to discuss
autonomy demands with Kurdish leaders. In March 1979 a Kurdish delegation, headed by Dr Ghas-
semlou, went to Tehran to meet premier Bazargan, and then to Qum for extensive meetings with aya-
tollah Khomeini. During his various press conferences in Tehran, Dr Ghassemlou indicated that the
Kurds were prepared to support the PG as long as it appeared to be clearly promoting a democratic
policy for Iran, and autonomy for Kurdistan. These meetings achieved nothing concrete. Although
Premier Bazargan announced that his government had accepted the idea of autonomy for the Kurd-
ish area but the PG did little in practice to appease Kurdish antagonism. Meanwhile, pressure from
Ayatollah Khomeini resulted in the PG using direct military action to crush Kurdish resistance. Sub-
sequently, the vice-premier warned “we do not approve of the independence of Kurdistan in any way.
It is the policy of the state not to allow the secession of any part and territory of Iran’s land and such
an event will be forestalled with unfettered power.” This brutal warning to the Kurds was intended
for them to realise that any major difficulties they caused to the PG, by challenging the ideological
basis of the new Iranian-Islamic state, would be repressed using the full military power of the state.

The referendum that had newly ratified the regime’s change of name, to the ‘Islamic Republic; faced
major difficulties dealing with the Kurdish issue. The Kurds, who were strongly opposed to the
change, did not participate in the referendum. Kurdish nationalists infuriated by the temporising of
the Islamic regime, which had declined to recognise its separate political and organisational institu-
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tions. Equally the regime, especially the fundamentalists, was uneasy with Kurdish claims to self-rule,
and waited an appropriate opportunity to disarm them militarily, and undermine their ideology. The
Ayandegan affair, therefore, became a pretext for the fundamentalists to deal with the Kurdish issue.
Having declared himself commander-in-chief of the armed forces, Khomeini issued a fatwa and
ordered the army and the Revolutionary Guard to attack and purged Kurdistan from infidels on 19
August. Following fierce fighting the Passdaran and army recaptured the Kurdish cities, pushing the
Kurdish Pishmarga into rural areas.

The fundamentalists had won a battle but not the war against Kurdistan and soon after the offensive
backfired. During the three-month civil war in Kurdistan, the government was unable to consolidate
their authority beyond establishing a military presence in the major towns, and some military check-
points on the main roads between them. Extrajudicial executions by the ayatollah Sadeq Khalkhali
generated a deep-seated resentment against the Islamic regime. More than a quarter of the popula-
tion of the towns had left the occupied urban centres to live in areas under the control of the Pesh-
margas. As a result, the Islamic military were unable to restore order, or to run governmental and
institutional offices effectively. In addition, following their initial withdrawal from the major towns,
the Peshmarga launched a guerrilla campaign, and frequently attacked Islamic military posts.

By late September and early October, the Peshmargas pushed government forces back to their bar-
racks, and virtually governed the area. Soon after the US Embassy affair, Khomeini made a u-turn
over the Kurdish issue, and ordered a halt to military intervention. A cease-fire was agreed between
the two sides, and Khomeini sent a message to the Kurds, asking them to join the rest of the Iranian
Muslim nation to turn their anger and rifles against the U.S. He assured them of internal self-rule
within the Islamic Republic. He then sanctioned a state-delegation consisting of some of the ex-PG
ministers to strike a deal with the Kurds, who had formed a Kurdish People’s Representation. In-
terestingly, throughout the negotiations, Khomeini had never recognised the Kurdish delegation’s
legitimacy.

By the late March 1980, the Islamic republic was preparing to launch its second offensive against
Kurdistan. Before I continue I would like to divert your attention for a short while and to take on
a topic that seemed to be misunderstood by many people, and then we will resume our journey to
the end. The topic is the issue of armed struggle and its blur boundaries with the notion of terrorism
as far as the Kurdish nationalist movement is concerned. The rational for this point is that if we are
going to talk about Dr. Ghassemlou’s legacy, we need to get clear about the boundaries of armed
struggle and terrorism. Dr. Ghassemlou not only led the KDPI at political level but he also, as a
secretary-general of the Party, had overall responsibility of the Kurdish armed struggle against the
Islamic republic. From the tape-recorder’s cassette of the meeting of 13 of July one can clearly hear
his last words, assertively replying to the conveys of the Iranian regime that demanding an uncondi-
tional surrender and laying down the arms, as he is saying that ‘we will never surrender our arms as
long as you continue the genocide and mass murder of our people, then you can hear the barrage of
bullets whistle. And you can have it as a guess that was the end of Dr. Ghassemlou. Dr. Ghassemlou
was always ready to negotiate a just, peaceful and democratic solution to the KDPI and Kurdish ten-
years-old struggle with the Islamic republic within the existing Iranian borders. Several times on his
own initiative he offered the Iranian authorities a peaceful solution, and each time they and his rivals
branded him weak. When he showed his strength he was labelled a terrorist. How can we deal with
boundaries between the armed struggle and terrorism within the of the Kurdish national movement?

Unfortunately, like most concepts in politics and political theory, this one is contested, in the sense
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that there are different interpretations and normative implications. I will try to define the concept
in two: broader and narrower senses in the hopeful anticipation that this may help to find the ac-
commodation. In broader sense we may define the phenomenon as a systematic use of force to gain
a political ends or aims. In this meaning one can hardly define the use of violence as a terrorist act,
because in any conventional war the armies resort to this kind of the use of violence. If we all agree
that war is the continuation of politics by other means therefore majority of conventional wars can
be defined as a terrorist act if we agree that terrorism is a systematic use of force to service political
ends. In this sense, the use of violence can be regarded as a technology not an ideology which is con-
tinuously used in the conventional war and armed struggle for emancipation. Then we may try to
define the concept in its narrower sense, which is any systematic use of coercive intimidation is used
to create and exploit a climate of fear among a wider target group with the maximum negligence and
carelessness towards the immediate and civilian victims in order to publicize a cause or achieve a
political ends. In this narrower sense, the systematic use of force can be defined as an ideology not a
technology, as an end not a mean, and the act can be regarded as terrorist.

The fact of the matter is that under leadership of Dr. Ghaseemlou the KDPI was, and still is, a political
force that along other Kurdish forces, most noticeably Komala, was representing the will of the Kurd-
ish nation in the Iranian Kurdistan. In the ten-years-old of their armed struggle with Islamic republic
these forces have never advocate a military solution and have always preferred political and peaceful
resolution. But when in the early 1980s the Islamic republic convinced that it can expunge the Kurd-
ish question by military means, persisted in its refusal to recognise the right of the Kurdish nation to
self-rule, and finally launched unprecedented military attack against Kurdistan, these forces resorted
to the armed struggle to defend their people and land. During this period the Iranian military forces
committed many acts of genocide and mass murder, e.g., in 1980 the entire population of two villages
of Qarna and Qalatan, including women and children, were brutally beheaded.
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After this diversion, I hope that it was a helpful one we may resume our journey. By the late March
and early April of 1980 when the Islamic regime was launching its second military offence against
Kurdistan, Iran was passing through the most violent phase of her recent history. Following the U.S.
Embassy affair, the fundamentalists had relatively out of commissioned their nationalist and leftist
rivals on two issues, radicalism and anti-imperialism, which coincided with Bani-Sadr’s presidency.
Although Bani-Sadr enjoyed a popular electoral mandate, he was almost unable to secure a power
base, “Politically arrogant and ambitious, he conveniently flirted with different groups at different
times. He was becoming a man of all seasons.” The Tudeh party, the Fadayan, and the Kurdish forc-
es were all, for different reasons, suspicious of his real intent. Equally the President, being aware of
Khomeini’s suspicions of secular groups, had tried to distance himself. His most natural partners
for his crusade against the rising ‘Mullacrasy’ were the National Front and the Islamic Liberation
Movement of Bazargan. But they did not have much popular support. In practice, his most powerful
partner was the Mujahedin. His alliance with them, denied until to the end of his presidency, provid-
ed the ground for his final confrontation with the fundamentalists in the summer of 1981, resulting
in his dismissal.

This was a marriage of convenience. The Mujahedin saw Bani-Sadr as a useful partner in their strug-
gle against the fundamentalists, a partner who could be easily removed once the fundamentalists’
downfall had been achieved because he had little support in the streets. The alliance of Bani-Sadr and
the Mujahedin had a deadly effect on the fate of the Kurdish national movement against the regime.
Until then the Mujahedin had never tried to establish a base in Kurdistan, and blamed the Fadayan
for their involvement in Kurdistan which, according to them, had made Khomeini more suspicious
of the radical groups’ real intentions. Considering the ideologically hostile approach that the Muja-
hedin and Bani-Sadr held towards the left-wing groups, in general, and the Fadayan, in particular, it
was the worst possible moment to launch another military offensive against Kurdistan.

Khomeini had realised that the Kurds were able to mount a serious threat to the Islamic republic.
There were two particular crises, which stand out. The first in August 1979 was when the fundamen-
talists attacked, and easily out-manoeuvred the secular groups, but faced major difficulties in Kurd-
istan. The second was when the Kurdish people rejected the Islamic constitution. Khomeini and the
fundamentalists knew that the unresolved Kurdish issue had the potential to pose a serious threat to
the Islamic republic. Their options were, either to seek a political solution with the Kurds, the most
likely outcome of which would have been a Kurdish gain, or to send in fresh troops hoping that they
might have greater resolve to settle the issue. The difficulty for the fundamentalists was that even a
diluted autonomy represented ‘secession, so instead they chose war.

Following the frequent requests of the Kurdish leaders to find a peaceful solution, Sheikh Ezzaddin
Husaini and Dr Ghassemlou, met the regime’s top officials and Khomeini in April. Once again noth-
ing concrete was derived from the meetings. To appease the regime’s hostility they frequently insisted
that the Kurds would respect the territorial integrity of Iran. From March 1980 there were many
sporadic skirmishes between the regime’s military forces and Kurdish Peshmargas, which provided
a good pretext for the regime’s launching a second military offence against Kurdistan in mid-April
1980, under the banner of ‘cleansing’ Kurdistan from infidels. Khomeini appointed Bani-Sadr as a
commander-in-chief of the armed forces. He accepted the appointment partially because he had no
choice, and partly because he shared Khomeini’s assessment of the undesirable outcome of Kurdish
demands for the Islamic Republic. The troops had been ordered ‘not to take off your boots until you
have entirely recaptured Kurdistan’ He needed to secure a quick and soft victory, to sustain his claim
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to power, but his calculations were flawed. Unlike the first military offensive, the Kurds held their line
despite the horrendous scale of hand-to-hand combat.

The war was concentrated in southern Kurdistan and the main battleground was around Senna. The
Kurdistan Branch of the Fadayan had actively participated in the fighting, but their leadership was
under constant pressure from the Tudeh party, and Mujahedin, accused of not realising the gravity
of the imperialist threat, and playing with fire. As a result of this, and two weeks after fighting began,
the Fadayan launched a peace campaign for Kurdistan. While their guerrillas were involved in the
heavy fighting, the Fadayan leadership argued that civil war in Kurdistan would threaten the unity of
the country, and create a gap that would be impossible to bridge. The campaign had limited success.
Dr Ghassenlou and the Kurdistan committee of the Fadayan issued a unilateral cease-fire and argued
they were ready to stop fighting permanently if the government accepted to do the same. Although,
he was not anxious to appear weak, Bani-Sadr had tried to convince the fundamentalists that to con-
tinue the war in Kurdistan would result in desertion from the army. The Pasdaran immediately issued
two statements pouring scorn on the liberal-minded circles in the government that had deceived the
nation over the counter-revolutionary threat in Kurdistan, and argued that they were acting under
the guidance of Khomeini, and they would not cease the fight against the infidels until the whole
region was ‘purged.

By the 1985, along the cities and towns most of the countryside was under the Islamic military forces.
Having lost all the liberated areas, the leadership of Kurdish forces and their peshmargas were forced
to move to Iraqi Kurdistan. Aided by Iraqi regime these forces were able to conduct guerrilla opera-
tions in both cities and villages. Dr. Ghassemlou remained the leader of KDPI until his murder at the
hands of the Iranian authorities on July 1989.

How can we assess the political legacy of Dr. Ghassemlou? He was one of the main architect and
staunch believer of the strategy of ‘Democracy for Iran and Autonomy for Kurdistan. As we proceed-
ed he invested all his personal, organisational and national credibility in service of this aim. In the
end he lost his life in this venture. From its very outset the Kurdish question had been an important
issue, which had attracted the attention of the majority of Iranian political forces. From this stand
we may appreciate his persistence in pursuing the strategy of democracy for Iran and autonomy for
Kurdistan. To be fair to him I have to admit that the Kurds and their major political forces, particu-
larly the KDPI and Komala, were caught in several predicaments. In fact, Iranian society was not only
divided between the fundamentalists and liberals and radical nationalist camps, but these groups
were subdivided along on distinct ethnic lines. Or to put it more precisely, these groups were divided
along political (the National Front, the Islamic Liberation Movement, the Fadayan, the Mujahedin,
the Kurdish parties), nationalistic (Persian, Azeris, Kurds, so on), and religious (Shias and Sunnis).
No secular party and major political force has made any serious effort to understand these contra-
dictions and to initiate a joint project to bridge these differences and construct a democratic national
front as an alternative to the fundamentalist camp.

In this political environment Dr Ghassemlou persistently pursued his strategy. In the late 1979 and
early 1980 he had some hope that the liberal elements within the Provisional Government may
convince Khomeini to accept a peaceful resolution of the Kurdish question. Nevertheless, his hope
faded away soon as he experienced that the Provisional Government, having derived its authority
from Khomeini, was unable to offer any reliable solution to or accept any meaningful political re-
sponsibility for the resolution of the Kurdish question. By the late 1980 Dr Ghassemlou had realised
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that there is no room for accommodation with the Islamic regime, and that the clash between the
Kurdish national movement with its secular and relatively democratic outlook, and the Fundamen-
talists’ strategy seemed to be inevitable. So he persistently worked to form a national coalition in
fight against the fundamentalists. His first and immediate partner for this coalition was the Fadyan.
From its outset this policy line seemed to be working as the Fadayan (Majority) were in partnership
with the Kurdish national movement. However, there was deep disagreement between the Central
Committee and the Kurdistan Committee of the Fadayan over this issue, which was finally resolved
in favour of the former. As a result they left Kurdistan and joined the regime against the Kurdish
national movement.

Last but not least, in line with their non-confrontational policy towards Khomeini, the Mujahedin
kept silence over the Kurdish question until early 1981, when finally the fight broke out between the
Mujahedin and the Islamic regime and in order to set up a foothold in Kurdistan, out of the blue the
Mujahedin leadership offered Dr Ghassemlou and the KDPI a political collation and ensuring that
the future Iranian government under their leadership would honour the Kurdish self-rule. Although
Dr Ghassemlou had a major reservation about their real intent he, however, took the risk and joined
the ‘National Resistance Council’ But as you may be aware he was soon forced to leave the coalition.

DR Ghassemlou wholeheartedly worked for and devoted his life to achieve the aim of democracy for
Iran and autonomy for Kurdistan. His personal goal was to broaden the concept of the Iranian iden-
tity to include the Kurds and other non-Persian national communities. He aimed to make impossible
possible. At any rate, his experience suggested that the strategy of democracy for Iran and autonomy
for Kurdistan without identifying any serious national partner willing to invest its political and intel-
lectual resources to achieve a kind of democracy that would entail autonomy for the Kurds remained
to be futile. Dr Ghassemlou first tried the liberal forces in the national front and the Provisional
Government, so did the Kurds, but it did not work. Then he tried the Fadayan, so did the Kurds, but
it did not work. Finally out of desperation he reluctantly tried the Mujahedin, but it did not work.
We may have as a guess that in the end he had realised that he exhausted all his stock of credit. The
Kurds fought hard and well in the war against the fundamentalists. The Kurds were not helped by the
fact that, having been prey to fragmentation and utter confusion, in the end the non-fundamentalist
camp failed to produce any kind of national leadership to be able to challenge the fundamentalist
camp.

In the end, we ask how anyone can comprehend this journey. How anyone may approach the bru-
tal murder of Dr Ghassemlou? How anyone should understand the Kurdish tragedy? A paradox
confronts anyone who tries to understand these perplexing and persistent phenomena of ‘Kurdish
Tragedy. Many people may have strong reservation and disagree with me for using the phrase of
Kurdish tragedy. Of course I am not so much unreasonable and agree with you that Kurds were not
the only population subjected to a brutal treatment by the Islamic republic, equally by Ba'thists or
kmalist regimes in Iraq and Turkey. But let being realistic, only the Kurds had been marked for total
destruction and allotted no place in the New Order installed by Khomeini, Sddam Hussein or Kamal
Ataturk. Late British philosopher and social theorist, Ernest Gellner, one of the major authority in
the theory of nationalism, has made in several occasions the point that when state and ethnic-group
boundaries do not coincide, ‘politics is apt to remain ugly’. This was true in the past century and will
continue to be true in the twenty-first century. From this perspective the paradox can be easily un-
ravelled, thus with a little effort figure out the Kurdish tragedy in its three interlocked components. If
anyone can comprehend that Kurdish strategy was, and still is, an outcome of a process. The process
took path by campaign of linguicide, which was the killing of Kurdish language by peaceful or vio-
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lent measures. Then this policy line developed into ethnocide, which simply meant to suppress and
wipe out Kurdish culture. And these two components logically opened a way for many episodes of
genocide. Kurdish tragedy was an outcome of a unique encounter between these factors that seemed
themselves quite ordinary and common when the agenda was the construction of one state, one
nation and one language in the multinational and multiethnic societies (Iran, Iraq, Turkey and Syr-
ia). Unfortunately even today little attention has been paid to our voices. When compared with the
awesome amount of work accomplished by the experts and politicians regarding other forms mass
murder and genocide, say for example Palestinian, Darfur, so on, the contributions of professional
historian and journalists to study Kurdish tragedy seems marginal and negligible.

In the end in order to comprehend the murder of Dr Ghassemlou and Kurdish tragedy, I would like
to paraphrase the crucial questions drawn by Everett C. Hughes, a historian and authority in the field
of Holocaust. 1) Who are the people who actually carry out this crime? 2) What are the circumstanc-
es in which other ‘good’ people allow them to do it? 3) How can we are able to ensure prevent this
dirty work in the future?

I am aware of the fact that I am running out of the time so I reflect briefly on the last point by sug-
gesting three simple points. First, if he was with us today I am almost sure that he would initiate a
serious review of this strategy, as he was a realist and perfectly aware of the fact that the strategy of de-
mocracy for Iran and autonomy for Kurdistan cannot be achieved single-handedly by the Kurds who
approximately comprise 8-10 per cent of the Iranian population. Therefore all Kurdish activists owe
him the task of reviewing of this strategy. Second, our European friends, and the friends of Dr Ghas-
semlou by now have realised that the Kurdish question in all parts of Kurdistan goes beyond human
rights and the policy of toleration. A policy of toleration involves leaving groups free to assert their
identity and express their cultural values in private or through associations of their members. Then
they owe Dr Ghassemlou, who lost his life for the emancipation of the Kurds, to ensure a transparent
approach and foreign policy to support the Kurdish nation’s right to self-determination. Last but not
least, 19 years ago he was murdered at the hands of Iranian authorities but the perpetrators are still
at large, so we all owe him the struggle to re-open his case and bring to a satisfactory conclusion. I
hope therefore all of you support and approve a resolution that would be proposed by the chairman.

Copyright © 2008, Dr. Said Shams. Published with permission.

Daryush Frohar, Kayhan, no. 10650, Esfand 10, 1357, p 3.

The Kurds formulated their request for autonomy in 30 clauses, and see also Sheikh Ezzaddin Hua-
saini, interview with Kayhan, no. 10652, Esfand 13, 1357, p 8.

Kayhan, nos. 10651 and 10654, Esfand 12-15, 1357, p 7.

The Daily Telegraph, February 21, 1979

Muftizadeh later claimed that the war in Kurdistan was a well-designed conspiracy by the Iraqi re-
gime, imposed on the Kurds. In this way he tried to lift the responsibility from the Iranian regime,
though Khomeini was the author and initiator. Kayhan, nos. 10648, 10649 & Aban 14, 1358,

Sheikh Ezzaddin argues that Iran is a multinational country and the new constitution should recog-
nise and guarantee the rights of national and religious minorities in Iran. see for example, Kayhan,
n0.10652, Esfand 13, 1357, p.8, and Ayandegan, Tir 29, 1357.

Ahmad Muftizadeh was widely seen as a reactionary by the Kurdish groups, and was forced to flee
Kurdistan under fierce pressure from the nationalist forces. He was later detained and imprisoned
by the Islamic regime, until his release in 1992 soon after which he died in unknown circumstance.
There was an unsubstantiated rumour that he was poisoned by the security forces before his release.
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Kayhan, nos. 10665 & 10666
The Guardian, March 20, 1979
The Guardian, February 22, 1979

The delegation included: ayatollah Taleqani, Beheshti, Hashemi Rafsanjani, and Abdulhassan Ba-
ni-Sadr. Ayandegan, 28, March 1979
Entessar, 1992, Kurdish Ethnonationalism, p. 35.

Dr Abdulrahman Ghassemlou, the general secretary of KDP, was born on 22 December 1930 in
Oromiah, North-West Iran. He had a Ph.D in economics, was an associate professor teaching in Par-
is and Prague. In the early 1970’ he left his academic career to become a professional politician. At
the Third Congress of the KDP (1973), he was elected as General-Secretary and re-elected until his
assassination during a negotiating meeting with an Iranian state delegation in Vienna by the Islamic
Republic on 13 July 1989.

Kayhan, no. 10671, Farvardin 11, 1358
Kayhan, no.10674, Farvardin 15, 1358
Reflecting on the early confrontations between the Kurds and the regime, Reuter reported that Gen-
eral Qarani said that the military would never allow any part of the country to secede. The Guardian,
February 22, 1979
Ayandegan, 20 February 1979

Before the August offensive against the Kurds, the Premier Bazargan reacted angrily over Kurdish
demands saying “they [the Kurds] didn’t simply want autonomy; they wanted to be separate from
Iran” Le Monde, March 6, 1979, quoted by McDowall, 2000, p. 269
Ayatollah Khalkhali later justified his extrajudicial executions in Kurdistan, 2001, pp. 95-103
Kayhan, Aban 20, 1358/ November 29 1979
Kayhan, Aban 27, 1358/ December 6 1979

Khomeini was extremely careful not to use Khod-mukhtari (autonomy), which was a recognised
concept within the Iranian leftist political culture, and instead used the word Khod-gardani which,
though it has a similar meaning, is a less radical or secular interpretation.

The Kurdish delegation was 4 members from the KDP, 3 from Komala, 3 from Sheikh Ezzaddin
Husaini’s Bureau, and 3 from the Kurdistan Branch of the Fadayan.

Kar, year.1, no.36, Azar 5, 1358/ November 26, 1979; Hashemi, Khaterat, p.365. In Azar 21, 1358,
Sabaghyan, a member of the Islamic regime’s delegation over the Kurdish issue, announced that the
Kurds’ rights would only be granted to individuals, but not to Kurdish political groups. Kayhan, Azar
21, 1358.

Milani, 1995, pp. 184-93.

Behrooz, 2000, pp. 136-44
Milani, 1995, p. 185.

Ibid., p .293.

By the late June 1981 Bani-Sadr and the leadership of the Mujahedin had started working together
to topple the ‘dictatorship of the Mullas.

Throughout of 1979 and 1980 the Mujahedin followed their non-confrontationalist stance towards
Khomeini as a result of which when the Kurds involved in the heavy fighting with the Fundamental-
ists’ forces, the Mujahedin criticised the Kurds and the Fadyan for involving in such dangerous game
and warned imperialism was trying to take advantage of ‘separatist movements, see for example,
Mujahedin-e Khalqg, Announcement, Ordibahesht 18, 1358.

The Mujahedin realised that Kurdish opposition to the Islamic regime, coincided to some extent,
with their political strategy. However, until late 1981, they had barely supported the Kurds, since they
knew that Khomeini’s stance against the Kurdish resistance was popular. Therefore, they refrained
from supporting the Kurdish national movement in order to avoid antagonising Khomeini. Second-
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ly, the Kurds were unsympathetic towards Islamic activism, and the Mujahedin realised they were
unlikely to succeed in setting up an Islamic foothold in Kurdistan. Last, but not least, the Mujahedin,
as with the rest of Iranian groups, held a very ambiguous view of the Kurdish cause and its demands
to the Iranian government.

For an interesting review of the Kurdish- the Islamic Republic relations, see, Butorac. B. (1980).
‘Iran’s Revolution and the Kurds, Review of International Affairs, (Belgrade), April 31, 1980, and
MacDonald. Ch. (1989). “The Kurdish Challenge and Revolutionary Iran, Journal of South Asian and
Middle Eastern Studies, nos. 1 and 2, Fall-Winter 1989.

The Islamic regime knew that the Kurds opposed the ratified constitution, and the doctrine of val-
ayat-e faqih. Even Sheikh Ezzaddin utterly rejected this doctrine “What we have is not religious gov-
ernment, but a dictatorship under name of Islam [...] It is not an Islamic regime [...] Any religious
government will end in dictatorship, and religion will become a means of beating, executing and
killing in the name of God”. Middle East Report, no.113, March-April 1983, pp.9-10.

For the fundamentalists’ position on Kurdistan see for example, M Razawi, Hashemi ve Engelab:
Tarikh-e siasi Iran az enqelab ta jang (Hashemi and the Revolution: the Political history of Iran from
the Revolution to the War) 1376, Hamshari Publication, pp. 283-97
When negotiations between the Kurds and the regime had reached an impasse, the KDP, unilaterally
tried, much to the dismay of its left-wing partners, to prepare a more diluted version of autonomy
hoping it would help to secure an agreement with the regime. It achieved nothing. Dr Chamran, a top
military strategist of the Islamic regime, in an extensive three part interview with Kayhan, claimed
that the Kurds wanted independence, and concluded ‘we have to disarm their militia without any
delay otherwise they are planning to secede from Iran” Kayhan, Aban 22, 1358/ November 13, 1980.
Kayhan, Farvardin 16, 1359/ April 7, 1980
Dr Ghassemlou, interview with Kayhan, Farvardin 27, 1359
Kayhan from Bahman 7, 1358 to Farvardin 31, 1359
Kayhan, Bahman 14, 1358/ February 5, 1980
Kayhan, Bahman 20, 1358/ February 30, 1980
Later, whilst in exile, Bani-Sadr claimed that his statement had been taken out of context, and claimed
that he was trying to settle the Kurdish question through a peaceful solution, and that his attempt was
unsuccessful because Dr Ghassemlou avoided a straight answer. This account cannot be verified by
the facts, Khayant be omid, pp. 133-38.

Engelab-e Islami, Ordibehesht 14, 1359/ May 3, 1980
Kar, year.2, no. 58, Ordibehesht 24, 1359, May 13, 1980 , and no.59, 31 Ordibehesht 1359, May 20,
1980.

Kar, year.2, no.57, Ordibehesht 17, 1359/ May 7, 1980
Ibid.

Kar, year.2, nos. 58 & 76
McDowall, p.272.

Kar, no. 59, Ordibehesht 31, 1359, and Financial Times, May 24, 1980
Everett C. Hughes, ‘Good people and Dirty Work;, Social Problems, Summer 1962, pp.3-10
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London, House of Lords

The Kurds of Iran:

from assassination
of Dr Ghassemlou to
Present

Thank you Lord Avebury, thank you Mouloud Swara for organizing this event, thank you Asso Hassan
Zadeh for your participation and thank you all for being here today.

The first question I usually get from Venezuelan journalists has been: How did a Venezuelan get involved
with the Kurds? My first encounter with the Kurds happened in 1982 at the Cannes Film Festival where I
met Yilmaz Guney, Kurdish filmmaker from Turkey. It was through him that I learned about the plight of
the Kurdish nation. In 1983, I met Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou at the Kurdish Institute of Paris.

My first impression of Ghassemlou was that he was a cultivated, charming and charismatic man. He spoke
eight languages. I was impressed by his knowledge of Western art and culture, as well as that of Iran. That
night he recited poems by Omar Khayam, and Hafiz in Farsi and then would translate them into French.
He was the center of attention; he usually always was, captivating those around him with his humor and
his easy way of being with others. His stature and command as a statesman and leader of millions of Kurds
brought forth respect and hope for his people.

Ghassemlou invited me to come to Iranian Kurdistan and two years later I traveled there to do a docu-
mentary for the French Gamma TV agency. It was then that the idea of a book about the Kurds was born.
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Who was Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou?

He was the Secretary General of the Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran, KDPL In 1979, when he returned
to Iranian Kurdistan, the party was small and he was not a well-known figure. But it did not take long for
him to become the undisputed leader and spokesperson for the Kurds.

Due to his lucidity and open politics, he was able to communicate in a way that spoke to the hopes and
desires of the population. He rapidly emerged as the ideological leader of the Kurdish national movement.
For the Kurds, he became the leader who could bring change to their lives. He engendered and represented
national pride.

Ghassemlou gave the national movement a clear direction and he was able to mobilize the resistance
against the Iranian regime. His message was clear: he favored an independent Kurdish party that asserted
the rights of the Kurdish people in Iran. Autonomy for Kurdistan. Democracy for Iran.

From the outset, Ghassemlou knew who Khomeini was. He had read his books, listened to his speeches.
He said Khomeini was reactionary and his political proposal medieval but he “never imagined he could be
so blood thirsty.”

Even though Ghassemlou was meeting with the authorities from Tehran and went to visit Khomeini twice,
he knew that the government was buying time.

In March 1979, Ghassemlou and members of his party went to Qom to meet with the Ayatollah at his
home. When they entered into an alcove they found many ministers, ambassadors, politicians, and clerics
waiting for the Imam.

Ghassemlou recalled that they were not searched. “We could have easily killed him,” he would say with
a chuckle. They entered his room and found him surrounded by hundreds of children and women. The
Ayatollah, seated on the floor, would take a lump of sugar, put it into his mouth, and then he would take it
out and give it to one of the boys sitting next to him.

Ghassemlou went up to Khomeiny’s son and told him they wanted to meet alone with the Imam. Suddenly
everyone left the room. They spent an hour alone with him.

Ghassemlou explained the situation in Kurdistan and said that the Kurds would participate in the referen-
dum and vote for the Islamic Republic as long as their demands were respected.

“That is not my business, go see Bazargan,” Khomeiny answered without looking at Ghassemlou.
Undeterred Ghassemlou said, “That’s fine, and we would like you to publicly comment about our meeting.”
“Ayatollah Taleghani already made a declaration. What more do you want?” he muttered.

Ghassemlou knew that the Western and Iranian press were waiting outside for them. They suspected that
the Kurds were clearly in the opposition.

So Ghassemlou insisted once more saying: “So when I leave here, you authorize me to declare that you
agree with what Taleghani said?”
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“But I don't know what he said,” objected Khomeini and added, “We are all brothers and Muslims”

But Ghassemlou insisted and the Ayatollah suddenly said he was feeling sick and quickly left the room
without even looking at the Kurds who got up and left. Outside the Kurds saw the Imam on the roof, wav-
ing at people.

Before leaving Qom, the Kurds decided they would not participate in the referendum for the installment
of an Islamic Republic, and announced that they would not take part because the ballot question only gave
the people one option: to choose or not an Islamic republic.

Ghassemlou was well aware that those first months of freedom after the revolution would not last, and that
the mullahs would confiscate the revolution, turning it into a clerical dictatorship. He believed that under
the iron grip of the ayatollahs, there could be no democratic progress in the country.

During those turbulent months of 1979, Ghassemlou was building the armed resistance of the peshmergas
and at the same time, he was working to reach

an agreement with the government. He always sought dialogue with the authorities.

After the referendum for the Islamic Republic which the Kurds opposed, there was an election for the
members of the Constitutional Council of Experts. This body was going to design a Constitution for the
new Islamic Republic.

Not only had Ghassemlou obtained 80% of the votes in the region, but he was also one of the three layper-
sons elected to that body. The clerics and other fundamentalists occupied the majority of the seats.

A few days before the opening session, armed Kurds had defeated the governments troops in Iranian
Kurdistan. Irate, Khomeini had threatened the army with punishment and declared himself Commander
in Chief of the armed forces.

Because of this tension, the party had recommended that Ghassemlou stay home and not attend the open-
ing session. Sitting in his house in Mahabad, Ghassemlou was watching the transmission on television.

It was August 19, 1979 - the Ayatollah Khomeini had come to the opening session of the Constitutional
Council of Experts in Tehran.

Imagine the scene the television camera is broadcasting: The hall is full of
venerable ulemas, their heads covered with turbans and their faces somber as
they listen to the Imam.

Khomeini at the podium, with his thick eyebrows, is speaking in his soft monotonous voice; a tone he also
used to express great anger.

Looking at the silent audience, he said: “Ghassemlou is the culprit. The KDPI is a nest of saboteurs and
corrupt people. The party is banned. And Ghassemlou must be punished.”

Without raising his voice he asked: “Is Ghassemlou here? I don't see him.”

No one answered. With a contained fury concentrated in his dark carbon-colored eyes, he said to the as-
sembly: “If that mofsed fi'l-arz (corruptor of the earth) had come today, I would have had kept him here”
In other words, executed him.

13 July 2020 On the occasion of the 31%* anniversary
56 of the martyrs of Vienna - 14 July 1989




The Kurds began an armed struggle against Khomeini and his regime that would last more than a dec-
ade. Though Ghassemlou took up arms against the regime, he never believed that violence was the way
to achieve his demands. Armed struggle was a means to achieve enough clout when the time came for
negotiating.

Ghassemlou was a far-sighted leader; a tolerant man whose democratic and humanistic vision for his
nation had left behind the dogmas of the radical left. He was a man who in the 80%, contrary to the revolu-
tionary movements of the time, opposed any act of terrorism that would harm civilians.

About this he said: “As a democratic organization we have always opposed all acts of terrorism, be it hijack-
ing of planes, taking hostages, putting bombs or any action that threatens the lives and security of civilians.
To renounce our principles and thus lose our image as a responsible, democratic and humanitarian party,
in return for fleeting publicity is both vain and useless”

In 1988, the war between Iran-Iraq was over and Ghassemlou feared that both governments would agree
to crush the Kurdish rebellion in their respective countries, as it had happened in 1975 after the Algiers
Accord. It was time to sit down and negotiate.

Hashemi Rafsanjani, then president of the Iranian Parliament, reached out to Jalal Talabani, current Iraqi
president, to mediate with Ghassemlou. Talabani organized a first series of meetings in Vienna between
December 1988 and January 1989. Talabani ensured extreme security measures to protect his friend Ghas-
semlou.

But soon after these discussions the Iranians informed Talabani that his people had talked about the meet-
ings, and therefore they were halting the conversations. Secrecy was absolutely necessary.

Talabani at the time thought that they were abandoning the negotiations due to the changes in the internal
political situation in Iran: Khomeiny’s health was declining and the fight for succession had intensified. In
this way they deftly put Talabani aside, for their plan was in fact to murder Ghassemlou.

Those first meetings were meant as bait that would lead to a second round of meetings without Talabani
and without security measures. So the regime asked Fadil Rasul, an Iraqi Kurd to serve as an intermediary
and insisted on the need for total secrecy.

The reason Rasoul and Ghassemlou were probably told was that there were hardliners within the regime
that did not want to negotiate with the Kurds.

Ghassemlou took the bait and accepted to meet with the Iranian emissaries in Vienna and did not inform
the party. He was convinced the regime needed to resolve the Kurdish question. Also Khomeiny had just
died and Rafsanjani presented himself as a pragmatist who would lead a less fundamentalist government.
This was Ghassemlou’s flawed lecture of the internal politics of the country.

His death resembled that of Julius Cesar who despite all the warnings he received still went to the Senate
where he met his death. In the same way, Ghassemlou received several warnings prior to his trip to Vienna.
Bernard Kouchner, current French Minister of Foreign Affairs, told him the night before to not go to this
meeting because he could not trust the Iranians. His former wife, Helene Krulich told him that Rafansayani
wanted his death and he should not go to Vienna. His loyal assistant Abdullah Ghaderi had an ominous
feeling and was sick to his stomach the day of the murder. ..there were so many signs that he ignored.

And he went. He was confident and happy after the first meeting on July 12th. On the second meeting,
July 13 1989 Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou was killed. He received 3 bullets in the head, Fadil Rasoul, the
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intermediary, received five bullets and Abdullah Ghaderi eleven. Ghaderi had blood and skin in his nails;
he had fought to his last breath and in this final struggle a bullet probably strayed, and wounded the main
Iranian emissary. Because of this stray bullet, it was not the perfect murder.

Two of the three Iranian emissaries negotiating with Ghassemlou were taken into custody. The wounded
Iranian was taken to a hospital. Oswald Kessler, of the Austrian national police force, announced to the
minister of the interior that it was a political crime planned from abroad. He said “Three Iranians have
assassinated three Kurds.

Iran began to pressure the Austrian government to release the wounded Iranian. At the same time a polit-
ical scandal, the Noricum Prozess was in full swing. It implicated high-level Austrian officials in the sale of
weapons to Iran and Iraq violating Austria’s neutrality.

It was because of this commercial exchange of weapons with the Islamic Republic of Iran that Austria, a
democratic European state, released the witnesses and suspects of the crime covering up a state murder
and thus became by omission the accomplices to a terrorist act.

The case was never resolved. In 2005, the Austrian parliamentary Peter Pilz brought forth new evidence
regarding the participation of the Iranian regime in the murder and allegedly implicating Hashemi Rafsan-
jani and the newly elected president of Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in the planning of the assassination.

According to this new evidence there had been two Iranian teams involved in the murder - a negotiations
team and an execution team. Pilz demanded the case be reopened and that there be a parliamentary in-
quiry. The request was denied.

In 2009, Peter Pilz once again accused Ahmadinejad according to a confession of a German arms dealer
to the Italian police. This man affirmed having delivered the weapons that killed the Kurds to the Iranian
Embassy in Vienna. He also said: “A certain Mahmoud who later became president had been present”

I wrote the book to denounce the assassination by the Iranian regime and the complicity of the Austrian
authorities, and also to tell the story of the Iranian Kurds through Ghassemlou’s fascinating life. I finished
the book in 1992 and my agent sent it to different publishers in Spain, Venezuela and Mexico. The response
was always the same: It's a good book, but who's interested in the Kurds? So, I shelved the project.

In 2003 after the invasion of Iraq by the United States, the Kurds became front page news. I updated the
book and sent it to a Venezuelan publisher. They published it in 2008. Chavez had become chummy with
Ahmadinejad and Iran was an unknown for Venezuelans. Since then, the book has been translated into
Turkish, Sorani and now English.

In 1984 I read Ghassemlou a eulogy I had written about Yilmaz Guney after his death. When I finished
translating the article, Ghassemlou said to me, “When I die, I would like you to write a book, telling the
story of my life and the Kurdish cause”

Twenty six years later the promise I made in 1984 to write his story has been fulfilled and I offer it to you
today friends and members of this proud and dignified nation, the Kurds.

2010©Carol Prunhuber
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Dr. Asso Hassan Zadeh, -
Houses of Parliament in London—

The 25th annlveréar

of the assassination
of Kurdish leader
Dr. A.R. Ghassemlou

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honor for me to talk about the struggle for freedom of the Iranian Kurds in this prestigious place. A
place of free speech which has witnessed many debates on the long path of democracy and human rights.
I would first of all like to thank Lord Eric Avebury for hosting us here. My thanks also go to Mr.Mouloud
Swara for his efforts in organizing this seminar and of course Carol Prunhuber for inviting me to be beside
her today.

Carole’s book is the authentic tale of a crucial period in the history of Iranian Kurds. A story told in a nov-
elistic style, without ever distorting reality. Although the work is devoted to the life and death of a man, Ab-
dul Rahman Ghassemlou, which go back to more than twenty years ago, the details provided are obviously
valuable for understanding the current situation of Iranian Kurds. Many of the considerations expressed in
this book are still valid today. With this book we become particularly aware of the multiple dimensions that
the struggle of Kurds in Iran has. It's precisely to these dimensions that I will devote my remarks.

The status of the Kurdish issue in Iran is the outcome of a game between two seemingly simple paradigms
which, nonetheless are essential for the understanding of the Kurdish question in Iran. On one hand, I
want to refer to the Kurdish dimension, or as we could say, the Kurdistani dimension of the struggle (I
mean by that the territorial aspect of the Kurdish issue). We are indeed in the presence of a people’s struggle
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to achieve their national rights, but a people who is only a part of an overall nation divided over several
States. On the other hand, I would like to refer to the Iranian dimension of the Kurdish struggle. Although
the Kurdish movement in Iran is politically centrifugal (a peripheral nationalism as some would say), the
Kurds of Iran are not separatists and in that sense, their struggle is inscribed in the general framework of
the fight for democratization of Iran.

This dual dimension of the Iranian Kurds’ struggle - both Kurdish and Iranian or both national and dem-
ocratic at the same time — generates conflicting consequences, in both political and identity terms. For the
ruling elite in Iran, it is often a source of distrust towards the Kurds, and sometimes, it raises doubts among
the Kurds themselves as regards to their allegiance to Iran. Its precisely these tensions that Ghassemlou
tried to address throughout his life, to the point of paying the highest price with his own death.

Of all the minorities in Iran (if indeed one can speak of “minorities” in a country where non dominant
peoples constitute at least over half of the population), Kurds have the highest political consciousness of
their ethnicity. Without mentioning the demographic factors (such as the size: the Kurds are the third
largest ethnic group in Iran, or the compactness of the population inhabiting historically a territory called
Kurdistan), I would like to evoke two factors in support of my previous statement :

The first factor is the long and rich history of Iranian Kurds’ quest for freedom. We can trace the first Kurd-
ish princes’ revolts in the 16th century, following the first partition of Kurdistan, even if national move-
ments in the modern sense only appeared during the 1880s and 1920s. But the highlight of the modern
history of the Iranian Kurds is the creation in 1946 in Mahabad of the only Kurdish Republic in history.
Although the Kurdish Republic was abolished by the Iranian central government before it celebrated its
first anniversary and its leaders were hanged, its existence is considered the most significant event in the
history and imaginary of all nationalist Kurds.

During the decades following the abolition of the Kurdish Republic, Kurdish resistance to oppression con-
tinued, but the Kurds had to wait until the 1979 Revolution to find freedom again. Insofar as the demands
of the Kurds were inherently incompatible with the anti-democratic and reactionary nature of the newly
established clerical power, the respite was short-lived. Combining military means worthy of an interna-
tional conflict with the massacre of civilians, the Iranian armed forces implemented the fatwa (or the reli-
gious order) decreed by the Ayatollah Khomeini against the Kurds. This forced the Kurdish opposition into
armed resistance until the mid-nineties. Even if armed resistance is now suspended, everyone agrees that
of all Iranian opposition groups, the Kurdish forces are the most organized and most entrenched among
the population.

The second factor explaining the high degree of national consciousness and political organization of the
Iranian Kurds, and this is where I am coming to the point of the double dimension of the struggle, is the ex-
istence of two fields of identification and interaction relevant to the political behavior of the Iranian Kurds.
There is indeed a Kurdish national identity that transcends territorial division and links of various nature
unite Kurds across borders. The Kurds of Iran are far from being indifferent to what happens in other parts
of Kurdistan, they are very interested in the democratization processes in other countries where Kurds live
and their organizations sometimes adopt strategies taking into consideration the situation existant in other
parts of Kurdistan. However, this sense of solidarity among the Kurds of Iran and those of other parts of
Kurdistan has no radicdal political consequences. Indeed, while feeling they belong to an overall nation
- namely the Kurdish Nation-, the Iranian Kurds’ political interaction is mainly with the Iranian central
power or more generally with Irans political elite. Paradoxically, while the reference to the Kurdish Nation
is common among Kurdish elites, including those of Iran, the Iranian Kurds’ political discourse is the least
based on the concept of self-determination, due to the independence related connotations of this idea.
Since the mid-twentieth century, the most important forces of the Kurdish movement in Iran as in other
parts of Kurdistan have been fighting for the political and constitutional recognition of the Kurdish rights,
be it in the form of autonomy or federalism, but in any case without calling into question Iran’s territorial
integrity. The Kurds of Iran have, in fact, never given up adopting constructive methods and integrationist
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approaches by participating, whenever they could, in the political process and by always preferring politi-
cal means to military ones. However, the election of their true representatives has mostly been invalidated
and their political parties were declared illegal, not to mention the fate experienced by some of their leaders
on the path of peaceful settlement, something that Carol Prunhuber describes very well in her book.
While from the Kurdish point of view, the recognition of nationalities in Iran, their equal participation in
the decision-making process and decentralization of power are the best guarantee for a lasting democracy
in this country, these legitimate requests are still perceived by Iran’s political elites (not only in power but
also in large parts of the so-called democratic opposition) as a threat to national cohesion. A national cohe-
sion that has been in the making for more than eightie years by always following the same Jacobin pattern
clumsily copied and imported from abroad. It consist of building a nation state in which political insti-
tutions reflect a dominant culture. Instead of relying on the historical realities of Iranian society and the
Iranians peoples’ will to live together, this enterprise has always depended on an iron fist. Hence its failure.
Today, the conservatives  hold on the political process in Iran and the impossibility of reforming the Islamic
Republic has made life unbearable for Iranian Kurds, the oppression being intensified under the presiden-
cy of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad ( the same man who supposedly has been part of the team responsible for
the assassination of Ghassemlou). The prohibition of Kurdish language in the public sphere continues.
Despite the existence of natural resources in the Kurdish region in Iran, the area is deliberately left in a state
of underdevelopment. The tense security climate is always tangible in Iranian Kurdistan, the only region
in Iran heavily militarized where political executions continue to take place (For example, four of the five
activists hanged two weeks ago in Evin prison in Tehran were Kurds). Not a day passes by without villagers
living in frontier areas being shot or activists being arrested. Currently, more than a dozen Kurdish pris-
oners are sentenced to death and dozens of others serving, often under torture, lengthy prison sentences.
In the past, we used to say that the central government imposed on us the violent method. For a few years
and especially since the post-election protests, the Kurds, like the rest of liberty-loving Iranian people, have
been trying by all means to impose on the regime the non-violent method. And yet the response of the
Islamic Republic is still about fire and blood: imagine, Farzad Kamangar, who has just been hanged was a
primary school teacher.

Let me finish by making a brief note about the international context of our struggle. Because of the policy
of silencing and denial of the regime and because of an unfavorable international context (especially since
the end of the Iran-Iraq war), the Kurdish conflict in Iran is currently quite neglected in the international
fora. Furthermore, the lack of unity and firmness of the international community towards the Islamic Re-
public is also a factor in the continued suffering of the Iranians. Not only the ideal of human rights, but also
long-term European interests require the adoption of a much more courageous policy towards a regime
that turned Iran into a prison for its own people and a hot-bed for spreading violence in the world. In say-
ing this, 'm not calling for an armed intervention. Between military intervention and the status quo, which
is as dangerous to Iranians as to Westerners, there is a third way worth exploring : that is to completely
isolate the Islamic Republic and to assist concretely the democratic forces in Iran.

This redefinition of the international community’s attitude towards Iran can only be productive in the long
term if at the same time the multi-national and multi-ethnic reality of the Iranian society are fully taken
into account. Genuine democratic institutions must reflect the structural forces that make up the society.
In Iranian society, the most important structural forces are the nationalities of this country. The best way
to end a century of comings and goings of democracy and highjacking of power in Iran is to make these
structural forces the very basic pillars of the future Iranian democratic design, a design in line with its own
people and in harmony with the international community.

Thank you.

© Dr Asso Hassan Zadeh
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SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL

14 July 2014

Message from the Secretary General of the Socialist International to the meeting at the
House of Commons in London marking the 25" anniversary of the assassination of Kurdish
leader Dr. A.R. Ghassemlou

Dear friends,

Yesterday, July 13, marked the 25" anniversary of the assassination in Vienna of Dr Abdul
Rahman Ghassemlou, the Secretary General of the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan,
along with his comrade, Abdullah Ghaderi Azar and Iraqi professor Fadhil Rassoul.

Three weeks before, Dr Ghassemlou had headed the PDKI’s delegation to the 18" Congress
of the Socialist International, which brought together leaders and representatives of social
democratic, socialist and labour parties from different parts of the world, held in Stockholm.
His vision, commitment and dedication to the cause of the Kurdish people, and indeed for
democracy and human rights in Iran, was well known to our progressive movement. He was
a man highly respected, who through his efforts and courage made the struggle of the
Kurdish people for rights and freedoms a common cause with that of the quest for
democracy and for the rights and the freedoms of all people.

Many of those who during that time were living the democratic revolutions which ushered in
a new era for the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe; or those living the struggles for
democracy in other parts of the world, like in Latin America, Africa, and in Asia, came into
contact and got to know better the reality, hopes and aspirations of the Kurdish people in
their various countries through the efforts of leaders such as Dr Ghassemlou, and others
such as his successor as Secretary General of the Party, Dr Sharafkandi, later also tragically
assassinated, on 17 September 1992, following his participation at the 19" Congress of the
Socialist International in Berlin.

SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL, MARITIME HOUSE, OLD TOWN, CLAPHAM, LONDON SW4 OJW UNITED KINGDOM
T: (44 20) 7627 4449 | F: (44 20) 7720 4448/7498 1293 | E: secretariat@socialistinternational.org
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We in the Socialist International know well from our own experiences and struggles around
the world, that it would not be possible to build a society of rights for all people if there is no
recognition of all the diverse groups within society, with guarantees of equal rights for all
citizens. We know from our experiences that the common way forward for democracy to
flourish and for peace to be achieved is the respect of all freedoms for all groups. Without
guarantees of equal rights for all, space is created for sectarian divisions and extremism to
grow. As we can see today, in many conflicts that affect countries in different parts of the
world, it is always innocent people who suffer the results of these divisions. That is why in
our International, parties such as the KDP have their place, as we recognise that the Kurdish
people have to be granted their rightful voice in the decisions which affect the future of
their country.

That is why we stand alongside the Kurdish people and all the democrats who are today
seeking a future of peace and freedom in Iran. For the same reason, we have firmly rejected
the creation of an Islamic caliphate in Irag and called for a government of national unity with
guarantees of pluralism based on equal rights for all citizens, including of course the Kurdish
people. With those same principles and values in mind, we are standing today alongside the
Kurds, as indeed all groups who are suffering in Syria, mobilised in the struggle for freedom
and democracy.

Solidarity is an expression of our identity and has always guided our proposals and policies.
It directs us in our fight for equality and in our struggles against all forms of discrimination
and oppression.

For the members of the Socialist International, Dr Ghassemlou’s legacy is a key component
on the road to advancing today’s efforts to strengthen and consolidate the voice of the
Kurdish people in his native country, as everywhere. The work that he set out to do is not
yet accomplished and our International will continue to denounce all forms of repression
against the Kurds and to support multilateral efforts to advance and protect, in accordance
with international law, the rights, security and improvement of the living conditions of the
Kurdish people — all of which Dr Ghassemlou represented and represents today.

Luis Ayala
Secretary General
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neither forgive the

On July 13th, it’s 30 years since Dr. Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou, the most famous leader of East-
ern Kurdistan and the general secretary of KDP was assassinated. After participating in Socialist
International’s congress in Sweden, DR. Ghassemlou travelled to Vienna in order to negotiate with

Iranian government’s “representatives” in order to find a peaceful solution to the Kurdish question
in Iran.

We won't forget you neither forgive them.

Based on the idea that Kurds basically do not want war and the belief that there is no military solu-
tion to the Kurdish question and considering the fact that the eight-year war between Iran and Iraq
had recently ended and the time for peace and reconstruction in Iran had come, Dr. Ghassemlou
was searching for peaceful resolution of Kurdish question and to end the war in Kurdistan.

That is why he went to negotiate with the so called Iranian diplomats without considering the
security arrangements. Instead of using the opportunity to put an end in foreign and domestic
wars and give the Iranian people the genuine peace they deserved, the other party, the Iranian
authorities followed their previous path of deception and assassination and plotted to murder Dr.
Ghassemlou and his comrades.

The Vienna assassination was not the Iranian regimes the first act of state sponsored terror and
they have not stopped the policy of annihilation of dissidents. From the beginning of the theocrat-
ic regime in Iran until now, more than 60 thousand Kurds in Eastern Kurdistan have been killed.
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More than 300 Iranian Kurdish political activists in South Kurdistan in violation of sovereignty of
a neighbouring country have been assassinated by Iranian terrorists. A dozen has been abducted
without any trace of their whereabouts. Many European and Asian countries have become the
scene of the Iranian assassins to eradicate the dissidents and this is not a strange thing to many
of you. On the other side, the Kurdish struggle in Kurdish land which is divided between four
countries has been going on for more than a century and despite all the efforts to crush it, it’s now
known all over the world. Many of you who knew Dr. Ghassemlou are aware of his thought and
convictions appreciate that his philosophy could help resolving many of today’s conflicts in the
Middle East.

The question we Kurds never stop asking is how come the Austrian authorities for the sake of some
trade interests with the theocratic dictatorship ignored all principles of rule of law, are officially
allowed the terrorists of the Vienna assassination to return to Tehran?

How come the European countries which are the defendants of democracy in the world and they
claim to be defendant the human rights, did not protest against this barbaric assassination?

The Kurds will never forgive the Austrian government’s unlawful handling of the Vienna assassi-
nation.

Eastern Kurdistan is a vast area with almost 12 million people with considerable natural resources
and one of the richest parts of Iran. If this people could govern themselves and use the region’s
resources for their prosperity, not only they will have live a decent and good life, they also could
create a good and secure place for foreign investment. But despite all these natural wealth peo-
ple are living a harsh life and many of them have to commute the border areas and use primitive
transportation tools like horses and mules and even their body to transport goods between South
and East Kurdistan. Despite the hardship, the Iranian revolutionary guards attack these goods
transporters and kill them indiscriminately. Is it justified in 21th century to get killed just to try to
make a living? This is more painful considering the fact that the whole world is watching in silence.

We all know that the Islamic Republic of Iran has become a centre of terrorism and destabilization
which its clergy dictators’ dream of creating a theocratic Shia empire, has destabilized the whole
region and their illicit activities will not stop until the international community forces them to
abandon their imperialistic dreams. Where ever the Islamic terrorists lay their hands, death and
abuse of human rights is spread and today the Kurds in all four countries have become a shield
against terror and terrorism and the reactionary forces. They are the spearhead in the war against
dark forces and they are sacrificing themselves in this struggle. Therefore, it would be unjust if all
these struggle and sacrifices which is for the sake of the entire region and its people and even peo-
ple elsewhere is not acknowledged and is forgotten.

Everyone knows that the Kurds are the largest people in the world without a nation and that a large
portion of them are still persecuted and denied their basic human rights. It is not only a just cause
but in the interest all parties to pay more attention to the Kurds and support their struggle.

On 30th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Ghassemlou and his comrades, we remember their
sacrifice and honour their memory.

I urge everyone to support (more than before), our human and national struggle.

Mouloud Swara

London 13 July 2019
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30 years on
In memory of Abdul Rahman Ghasemlou
Never to be forgotten

On this day in 1989, we were all shocked and deeply saddened by the news that our
friend and comrade Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou, Secretary General of the
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, had been brutally assassinated along with his
aide, Abdullah Ghaderi Azar.

To this day, no one has ever been brought to justice for these heinous murders.

We in the Socialist International built a strong relationship with him and we were
together in the XVIII Congress of our International only three weeks before he was
cowardly assassinated.

We will never forget him or his dedication to the cause to which he gave his life,
and we will never give up our struggle to achieve full respect for the rights and
freedoms of the Kurdish people. We have stood, and will continue to stand, firmly
alongside our Kurdish comrades, in their quest for peace, democracy and equal
rights.

On this 30" anniversary of his assassination, we pay homage and honour the legacy
of Abdul Rahman Ghasemlou. We also pause to remember all the other martyrs
who have equally fallen victim and paid with their lives for their commitment and
belief in justice and equality.

His life and death was not in vain. His legacy lives on and will continue to be a
source of inspiration for us all.

\
..W_/
Luis Ayala

Secretary General
Socialist International

SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL, PO Box 67973, LONDON SW4 4DU, UNITED KINGDOM
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